Time

stam What is your

name?

3/28/2 Helene Arnold

3/27/2 Betsy Hardy

What town do
you live in?

Richmond

Richmond

Please describe your views on the proposed frail route.

| believe that the trails should be constructed in keeping with the Andrews family conservation easement: respecting the
ecological integrity of the land and protecting the habitats where other living species dwell. As a user of Richmond's
wonderful trail networks, | think it is important to expand recreational usage wisely, building new trails with minimal impact to
plants, animals and waterways.

Fortunately, there are strong wildlife advocates in our town who drew attention to this matter and the dangerous
consequences the currently proposed trails could have on sensitive creatures living in and around the routes. Making this

-debate more transparent is an important step to finding a solution that respects the desire for human recreation and the wild

ones living on these lands.

I've watched the short video thaf shows fhe propovsie‘d itréils ‘and have reéd Sue Mdrse‘s Iettér. It's clear that several of
the proposed trails go through ecologically sensitive areas. | am not in favor of having trails in the sensitive parts of ACF.
In her letter, Sue Morse emphasized the importance of ACF as a critical part of a larger vital block of wildlife habitat

‘needed by many species. ACF also provides an important wildlife corridor. With too much use by humans, these ecological
.assets would be lost.

Each year, because of human incursion, wildlife habitat is lost in Vermont and across the country. I'm willing to give up
my ability to hike in and enjoy certain areas so they can continue to thrive and provide the vital habitat needed by many

‘animals and plants (some of them rare). We are so fortunate to have ACF and all the species that inhabit it. My hope is
~that we'll steward it wisely so it'll be good habitat for them long into the future.
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Time
stam

What is your
name?

What town do
you live in?

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

Many thanks to the consultants for their work in preparing their responses to the ACF Committee’s three questions. Some
additional information from them and/or the Committee would help clarify the responses and perhaps lead to some new and
better alternatives to what is being proposed:

Question 1 (Reducing trail mileage/number in the NE quadrant)

-The consultants state, “In order to reduce mileage in the northeast quadrant of the property, there must be a shift to a more

defined ranking of priorities, with a de-valuation of some current priorities.” The reference to “current priorities” is unclear.
*What “current priorities” are referenced as needing to change — those in the Management Plan, or those in the bullet points
that follow (“Sustainable connectivity...” and “Ecological considerations....")? If the reference is to the bullet points, where
did that language come from, and how does it reflect the MP and RFP?

i~ Trail Use Perspective

. The MP’s Concept Map and the RFP both call for a Sip of Sunshine connection and multi-use trails. The consultants argue
;that safety and terrain issues make this impossible. The only solution they present is to build muitiple single-use trails in the
‘northeast quadrant and accept the greater ecological impacts traffic will have on the many sensitive ecological features the
_consultants and others have cataloged in that part of the Forest. That would seem to have us not balancing but
‘subordinating ecological needs to recreational preferences.

- *How does that reconcile with the Easement's, MP’s and RFP's parallel calls for balancing ecological and recreational

considerations?

*Were alternatives considered, and, if so, why were they ruled out? For example:
oCould we address safety, terrain and ecological issues by constructing just one, single-use connection to Sunshine,
_avoiding sensitive areas by the MP's very conservative 200 feet. East Climb now comes closest to filling this bill. Also, its

suitability for hiking tracks with the leading recreational interests derived from the Visioning process’ public survey.
oCould the consultants provide a single route to accommodate all users (who might have to make some compromises, such
as dismounting on steep sections, reducing speeds, or stepping aside for bike traffic?

- The second bullet states that ecological impacts will be “mitigated to the greatest degree possible....”

*What references and standards were used to gauge ecological impacts of introducing more people and dogs into these
areas, and do they track with recent research?

+Since traffic volume and density are important causes of both trail and ecological degradations, as well as management
challenges, what are the forecasted traffic volumes for the trails over time?

+Did the consultants consider the effects of mountain biking's ongoing technological advances, i.e., lighter materials, electric
assists, LED headlights, fat tires, etc.

* At what point might the trails' carrying capacities be reached on safety, terrain and ecological considerations? How might
we monitor and manage for that?

-On page 2, the consultants state, “As a whole these trails provide for the most sustainable and safest recreational

experience for the target user groups, while maintaining the smallest ecological footprint possible to meet these project
priorities.”

*What “project priorities” are referenced here?

*Which “target user groups” were focused upon, and how do they reflect the ranking of user group preferences compiled

-during the Visioning process? If not, would a plan reflecting those preferences remove the issues we are struggling to
-confront?

+In the reference to a “sustainable” recreational experience, how is the word “sustainable” used ~ from an ecological or trail

maintenance perspective, or both?

- The consultants describe the north-south stream corridor as “the most sensitive ecological feature in the northeast
‘quadrant,” echoing prior and detailed evaluations by them and other ecologists. Even so, they say that designation was
“impossible to auantifv with the limitations of seasonalitv and duration inherent in the original proiect scope.” Thev also note
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Time

stam What is your What town do
name? you live in?
3/26/2 Dan Wolfson Ric;hmond

3/26/2 Caitlin Corless Richmond

3/25/2 Kathryn Wysockey: Richmond

3/25/2 Zack Porter Montpelier

-Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. Theme

As an outdoor enthusiast, | am excited to use thoughtfully designed multi-use trails in the Andrews Community Forest.
Thank you to the committee for your work on this.

I 'am impressed that our community is taking the time needed to plan minimum impact trails that we can feel good about
using. After extensive community involvement, a trail concept and forest management plan were created that reflected a
true compromise of many interested parties to honor the conservation easement and forest management plan. The hard-
earned compromise was to focus on wildlife habitat protection (the number one reason stated in public input for purchasing
this land), while also providing recreational uses that do not impact the land's fragile areas including: wildlife travel corridors,
wetlands, and deer yards.

. The ecologists were hired to map the ecological sensitive areas. While they admittedly ran out of time and money to
‘thoroughly assess all the critical wildlife features and endangered species, they were able to map most of the ecologically
-sensitive areas. It is concerning that the proposed trails were then located right through the middle of these very areas we

had agreed to protect.

‘The proposed trails are also specifically not designed to be multi-use. It seems we need some thoughtful compromise to
-both honor the Conservation Easement that comes with this land and to provide low-impact recreational opportunities.
‘Maybe it would be better to keep the Mt. Bike Park below the powerlines, where the terrain is more suitable, and only put a
'simple low-impact footpath through the upper portion of the forest or keeping all the trails below the power lines would be
‘consistent with our minimum impact commitment. This would provide trail options while still protecting the habitat and
:conservation priorities for the land.

jThere would be greater community support if trails were located that protect the ecological value of our forest; avoid the

sensitive areas identified by the ecologists, minimize the number of trails above the powerlines, as agreed to in the

management plan, and design trails that are truly multi-use and appropriate for hikers, runners, cross-country skiers, bikers,
‘hunters and birdwatchers. Thank you.

| feel very conflicted about this project, particularly after reading the letter written by Sue Morse. While | think it is important
.that we have the chance to enjoy the outdoors, | worry about disrupting more and more of our natural areas. Where does it
-end? Where is the balance? | am glad to hear that compromises have been made and feel that | need to research a bit
‘more about the revised plan.

| am very concerned that the propdsed trails would be hafming local wildlife and plants. No trail should infringe on wildlife

“corridors, or areas with sensitive plants. While mountain biking is popular, it specifically creates more erosion than foot
‘traffic does on trails. | am a regular trail user and have been shocked at the damage to the Preston Legacy Trails since

more mountain bikers have been using it. We cannot have that happen to the Andrews Forest, as well. We as a town are
the new land stewards of this parcel and are responsible for preserving sensitive wildlife areas within it. For that reason it is
essential that trails are carefully planned to avoid damage to the land and current inhabitants.

The process of planning should continue, with another ook at how trails could be better placed. Thank you.

Thanks for providing this opportunity to comment. Vermont's wildlife deserve space and respect, and | support frail
construction that avoids sensitive areas. There are many unique ecological assets in Andrews Town Forest that are at risk
from recreational impacts. To protect the public's investment in this forest and the biodiversity it supports, trail development

~should be kept to a minimum to protect existing, intact values. Thanks again for the opportunity to comment.
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Time

What is your What town do
stam

name? you live in?

3/22/2 Martha McSherry Richmond

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. ., Theme
When I think of a Community Forest, | envision a wildness that we pledge to preserve as our gift to humanity, not something
‘to conquer. We have parks for that and many of them contain their own forests, just so we don't forget.

As the human busyness of the forest increases, the wildlife will move on. It won't be the same for long. People should be
encouraged to explore the forest in moderation at their own risk, quietly and slowly on game trails that already exist. Just
like the creatures which already call it home.
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Time
stam
P

What is your
name?

3/18/2 Bob Low

What town do
you live in?

Richmond

 Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. Theme

;An important opportunity is before the Richmond community to develop a plan for recreational trails in the Andrews
. Community Forest. It is critical that this is done right, balancing the needs to preserve the ecological integrity of the Forest

with the desire to create recreational opportunities, as described in the Forest Easement and community-developed

.Management Plan.

The Andrews Community Forest Committee (ACFC) has initiated a Google survey to obtain public opinion regarding the

Trails Plan it has developed, currently in its second iteration. This is an important step.

However, | do not feel that such a survey alone satisfies the degree of public discourse clearly called for in the Forest
Easement and Management Plan. It does not reflect the widespread public input through many venues that went into
establishing the governing Management Plan.

| suggest the Andrews Forest Committee might arrange for a noticed public hearing where it presents its most recent Trails
Plan to the public, summarizes feedback it will have thus far received and asks for further feedback in public. The ACFC

:might then consider that public feedback and then hold a second noticed public hearing detailing how public input has
further shaped the Plan and the rationale behind its trails decision. It is only then that | feel the required degree of public

input to the process can be satisfied.
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Time
stam

What is your
name?

What town do
you live in?

.Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. Theme

Hello Andrews Community Forest Management Committee,

‘I saw the solicitation for participation in a process around the latest trail proposal on the Andrews forest. | don't know if as a
.resident of Jericho | have any standing in the process, but wanted to pass along some new research that | thought is
.relevant and you may not have seen. | have been visiting the area where the Andrews forest is now as well as adjacent
-propetties for many years, so it's an area | have a significant connection to and I'm very interested in helping to ensure that
.the development of the property is done in a way that minimizes the inevitable impact this will have on the ecology of the
property as well as on other users,

‘Iam concerned about the new trail proposal, which appears to put a relatively significant new trail system in the upper
‘Andrews forest, occupying a significant percentage of the upper property, especially along the eastern edge of the central

drainage where the identified wildlife travel corridor, some evergreen winter habitat and oak feeding areas are located. It
appears from the map that much of this new trail network is well-within the "flight distance" of many wildlife species from the
important south-facing hillside for wintering habitat, fall food-sources in preparation for Winter, or for the vernal pools or
water sources, | see the comments in the "Follow Up Report” document from the trail designer essentially said they
proposed this trail configuration knowing there would be a greater negative impact and footprint than intended, (the report
noted the hemlock trail is routed directly through deer wintering habitat and the trail locations diverged from the intent of the
original request and were more numerous than originally intended) but that it was required in order to connect to the other
trail system North of there (sip of sunshine), which was a stipulation of the project. My understanding of their response is
that the necessity of accomplishing a connection to the Sip of Sunshine trail, combined with the difficulties in trail routing due
to the terrain, caused them to alter the originally-intended balance between recreational infrastructure development and

‘maintaining ecological integrity, in favor of the new development.
‘I know you have been sensitive to these concerns during the planning process, so | also wanted to pass along some new

research | ran across on this topic. There is an unpublished UVM thesis from this past Fall cataloging New England-specific
negative impacts to various wildlife and habitat from trail-based recreation. | don't have the final thesis to pass on, but the

-author did a presentation at the last Forest Ecosystem Monitoring Cooperative meeting, which I've linked-to here. hitps:
Ihwww.uvm.edu/femc/attachments/project/999/annualMeeting/202 1/presentations/Meredith_Naughton.pdf

My worry is that with a significant connector trail to another trail system, within a few years usage of these trails will

‘inevitably wind up being much, much heavier than today. | also worry that with be skiing being so popular, or if the frails

were ever to be groomed for fatbike use as other local trail systems have begun doing, that it's inevitable the trails will see a
similar increase in use during the winter when any impact is potentially more harmful to wildlife. It seems clear from the

-available research this impact is real and significant, and would degrade the value of that wintering habitat as well as
‘negatively impact wildlife's ability to access some of those important habitat features and the movement corridor along the
‘central drainage. | think it would be highly worth considering a more difficult to construct trail location if that means it is less-
(impactful on the highest-value habitat features and the areas connecting them and allowing wildlife to move through the
.area un-hindered.

i Personally, given the terrain constraints mentioned by the trail builders, if a suitable alternative that is less impactful can't be

found | think the goal of linking to sip of sunshine should be reconsidered altogether in order to maintain a balance between
ecological integrity and new development of recreational infrastructure. In this event, further development of trails on the
lower portion of the property below the power line would not significantly increase the impact to wildlife since that area

- already sees relatively heavier use. In my experience trail development projects become a matter of incremental

degradation, as the initial development is usually reasonable, but then every few years another "limited, reasonable
addition" gets added, whether officially or not. No one addition is ever unreasonable, but collectively over time the result is
far more impactful than anyone intended from the beginning. Regardiess of the eventual decision the committee and the
community makes now, in order to maintain the intended balance between ecology and development in the long-term |
believe some trail-less areas should be officially designated now to maintain ecological integrity and maintain the
opportunity for dispersed users, so the extent of development doesn't become a moving target over time. This would give
both trail advocates and trail-based recreationists a clearer understanding of what is on and what is off the table not only
now. but in the future.
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Time
stam

What is your
name?

What town do
you live in?

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. ‘
'Dear members of the Andrew’s Community Forest Committee,

As a professional wildlife biologist, | cannot evaluate the adequacy of Andrew’s Community Forest Committee’s trails

-proposals based on the partial information the committee has provided so far. As a citizen who has volunteered on several

of Richmond's standing and ad hoc committees (e.g., Selectboard, Transportation Committee, Science to Action, Town

. Governance, Volunteers’ Green), | know that the ACFC's efforts to inform and involve the public in trail design and review
‘fall well below our community’s standards.

If your proposal package is left as is, you risk further confusing your audience while compromising the validity of any
.comments you receive. Moreover, | cannot believe that the Selectboard would consider reviewing an ACFC trail plan (and

any associated management plan amendment needed to justify the trail plan) coming out of your process.

: Doing better does not have be difficult, or ime consuming, but you need to try. Therefore, please consider withdrawing or

closing the current public comment request as soon as possible and begin developing a functional and meaningful public

‘information and participation program.

‘A tenet of public participation is that sufficient and objective information must be provided in an understandable format to

foster a genuine understanding of a project’s need, and the pros and cons of any proposals. The ACFC's process for the
past hine months does not achieve this.

To expect the public to digest the 6/1/2021 Trail Project Summary Report, the consultants’ undated “Expanded Additional
Responses to ACF Committee”, 2/28/2022 draft meeting minutes, and the Forest Management Plan is misguided. In your
February 28th meeting, several of you said you didn’t understand the consultant’s responses—and you know the
relationship of these documents and have been discussing them for months. How can you expect someone outside the

.committee to even begin to grasp the issues, let alone know which questions to ask?

Moreover, it's only deep in the meeting minutes that readers begin to learn that some committee members questioned the
amended proposal's ability to meet the Management Plan’s goals and requirements, and that the initial trail design request-

for-proposal and subsequent contract might have been poorly designed (see “subject to the parameters you gave us”). And

you don't share the concerns and questions expressed by the public so far.

The only trail design information you provide are those from the consultants. Where is the Committee’s stand-alone
-summary linking the reports, questions, discussions, and management plan goals/requirements to your proposal (along with
‘a discussion of the pros and cons)?

' What might a substantive participation look like? Richmond offers many. For example: the Transportation Committee (of
‘which I am a member) recently began an effort to make Bridge Street safer and more inviting for bicyclists and pedestrians.
- The project outreach plan includes two public meetings to gather input and report findings (in addition options for online
;comment submission). During the first meeting we (the Committee, liaisons from the CCRPC and the hired consultants)
“explained the project and asked the public many questions, starting with “are we asking the right questions?”. We followed
by asking people to share their experiences, concerns, and needs. Then we zoomed in for a block-by-block, and even a
-crosswalk-by-crosswalk, exploration, asking the same questions and answering the public's questions the entire time.

. When the draft designs are ready (~3/17), we will hold another public meeting in which we will present the designs and ask

the same questions again, as well as “Did we get it right?” “Does it address your concerns/needs?” “Did we miss anything?”

‘The Planning Commission uses the same basic template to engage the public on zoning questions, except the Planning

Commission will often hold muitiple sessions for both input and reporting out. The Conservation Commission, Selectboard
and others do the same.

Theme
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Time

stam What is your

name?

3/13/2 lan Stokes
3/11/2 Jason lapointe

What town do
-you live in?

Richmond
.Richmond _

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route,

Having had the opportunity to walk along the flagged proposed trails on the ACF my overwhelming impression is that the

‘number of trails is excessive, since many routes are duplicated. The Trails plan provides little information about the need
for this. We are mostly relying on the information from the expert consultants. While it seems that Arrowwood people have
{done a thorough job of documenting present conditions, | am concerned about the trails plan. The website of Sinuosity
-shows their specialization in building trail systems catering to mountain bike users seeking thrills on downhill routes (see
https:/iwww.sinuosity.net’/home#work)

‘1 am also concerned that the assessment of trail routing does not address the human impact that will increase as the
‘numbers of trail users increases. The impact of trails depends the amount of use as well as their location. The

Conservation Easement and Management Plan both emphasize conservation of habitat and natural resources as the
highest priority for ACF with public access only to the extent that minimal impact on that habitat and resources occurs.

- While the number of people expected to use the new trails is unknown, precedents (e.g. Preston Preserve, Chamberlain
-Hill, Cochran’s) suggest a high level of year-round human activity. There are already about 30 miles of multi-use trails
‘within Richmond, and an additional 70 miles in neighboring Towns. It's unclear why we need so many more trails in this
;crucial component of the Chittenden County Uplands that demands our best efforts to protect it.

- People wishing to study the ACF proposals in detall don't find a lot of easily accessible or in-depth information from the ACF
-Committee’s web page. So Richmond residents have assembled a resource for maps and documents about the ACF and
‘about the impacts of human activity — see https://infoACF.wordpress.com. | encourage Committee members and others to
'study that resource before coming to any simplified ‘yes/no’ about the proposed trail plan.

Having served as a member and chairperson of the Richmond Trails Committee some years ago, | had the opportunity to
learn a lot from a wide range of hikers, hunters, landowners, land stewards and others about many aspects of trails on
private, public and conserved lands. But things have changed a lot in recent years — the predominance of hikers with
backpacks and binoculars seem to have been outnumbered now by people riding mountain bikes. Bikes make access and
range a lot easier.

In particular, the doubling or tripling of trail routes above the power lines contradicts stated principles in the Conservation

Easement (CE) and Management Plan (MP) to minimize impact.

The following changes regarding new trails can be made without substantially reducing opportunities for trail users:
- Where they parallel each other, consolidate Rocky View (#11) and Cascade Trail (#12) to avoid duplication; also avoid the

ishort loop at the top that requires two stream crossings.
. -~ Omit: the unnecessary Roadside Trail (#8)
. - Retain: Lower Traverse (#9), Stream View (#13) and Middle Connector (#14);

- Retain: East Climb (#17); Omit Hemlock Valley (#16) and Ridge Top (#15)

© - Retain: Sip of Sunshine Connector (#18).

Another important point: it is suggested that Richmond can benefit economically from becoming a destination for trail users.
- This is a dangerous concept since it implies that trail use should be maximized along with economic impact.

' would welcome any opportunity to explain and elaborate on these points to the ACF Committee, and thank them for the
_huge amount of work already done.

K fhink itis fine the way it was. We hayé_ éknou‘gh traiis in richmond

Theme




quensial Aubiy swoes siy | ¢Bupiiy “sa ‘Bupiiq jo sjoedw) sy) 1noqei
pajuesa.d saIpnIs aJau) a1y Janosiopy “Bupig ou 0} moj Buioddns ‘uiebe sny | ‘seInosal [einjeu pue ajip|im o yoedw

aZIWIUIW 10 A pajou se aAljas(qo Juswsbeuew oy jsuiebe se06 31 SB - 00} [ed] SUIAYY 8Y) 81BUIWIE - SUSIIOD SAWY

WO} ZZ/82/Z WO SeINUILL BY} Ul paYio se pue ‘|les) ebpu ey Buieujwye poddns | “sjqissod se 40y yonw se eAlesaid

0} SE 0S - DDA PUB 1SVA UM NOILYHOEYTI0D NI speod BuibBoj pue sjies Bunsixeaid asn ajqissod se yonul sy
'sainjealo pue siejqey Jeyio o} sofjipads salouby

pue (seads Jaio Jop sawl) BunesBiw ‘sawy Buipesiq) teak sy} Jo SaWL) JUSISYIP I8 JUSWIUOLIAUL By} saloubt Asains £z Aepy

sy} 018 suelqyduwie/sioesul /sielqey/sal0ads SAISUSS A||EJUBWILOIAUS 1840 8y} ||& 10} SBIPNIS INOGE Jeym -1esp uojusw.

sAeAins 8 "JOpILI0D By} 0} Jusoelpe puE 1eA0 Uo sjies sjnd pue (,00Z) $eU0z teyng Jopliod ay) saloubl ueld pesodoud ay)

4OV au) 0} spedui:

anneBau wis) Buo| pue [njwiey pioAe pue epise deys o) a|ge -Apybi| peaJ) Ajises alow ued sigiH Buijig-ou O} jeuuiw
sapnouUl Yoiym ‘sjoedul [elluiu 9AeY pinoys pue| siy} 'sxoolq dwny sjawe) pue playsueyiy Bunjul “joolq |eojuo e se:
'a10j818Y| '}S9.40§ BuIpUNOLINS 8U} JO Ul[eey ey 0} S81e|81i00 AjjoalIp )i SE - [20)L0 OS[E S| 40V

UO PUNOJ SIINOS Jajem JuIallp 8y} Jeu) sejels g abed Ajjeuolippy ,"S%00]q JelqeY ajlp|IMm Salels ay) Jo %¢ doj paxuel S|
PUE 10pILI0D BJI[p|IM (1D, B St uolisenb uf pue| ey} jey) selels ueld JusweBeuely 152104 AJUNWWOYD SMalpuy ay) jo / afed
*8Al] PUE J5IX® 0] S{BWIUE 8V} o} eAlasaid ssausep|m e si sy “ojqissod se joedw) uewny sy se.

UM aasesaid SseuleplIM B 8q PInoUS 40OV ‘Pemojje safolyea pajeaym oN "A[UO S|IEA DNIMTYM g PInoys sjieJ} ey} sasfeq ||

‘puowiyoRy . Yosiiny Yeroqed 1zZ/8/e

pUOWIYDRY

‘spoom ay) Ui Ayojes asealou]
seop )| 'siy) op seoeld Auely "uoseas Joop S|ji [euoliped) 8} Bulinp Way) aABY 1SNl &M J| SI9NIq pue siaxiy 0} sHwlj;
110 SUONDas @8s 0} aYI| PINOM | InNg ysijes punos Aew §| obe sieah pip | se uiebe juny o) uonoss taddn oy 0} uIN}el 0} JUeMm ||

‘18ob ey} 0] |EIlUSSSS Ble S||el} BLI0S ‘pue] 8y} Aofus pue uo sjjem o} ajdoad juem |

"} UoJely O} | UBl Wolj S18Sn |[e 10} SHWI| 4O SpIeA 198p 8y} 89S 0} 8| 0S[e PINOM |

"UMO) JO OPIS YINOS 3y} UO Spoom ayy ey eyl sdwnf jo seBpiig ou aq pinoys aiay} jey) saayaq ABuoss |

‘auy| 1omod 8} mofeq eale au) 0} pajil] Syjes) au) Jo Ajiofew sy} 88s 0} 8yl PINOM ||

"1sau ujebe aouo Aew |

SHIB] MOpESL OS JND JS1)} [RUOHKIPEI} BL U] ©)e] INO 8q PINOYS } USY] USA® INg mopesiu 2y} jo swos BulAey poddns pinom |
‘seloads snouea j99j0.1d 0} [enuesse sy Buibbol pue jejiqey Buepip pesu apy Buibbo] sanosies woddns Ajny |

"1s8.0} 8y} Inoge uses| o} sdnoib jooyos Ajjnjedoy pue siepiy pejiw Juem op |

“spoom 8y} ybnoiyy ydwz Bujenes) aunjeu sjejoaidde Ajnj LUBO NOA

‘paylqIyo.d aq pjnom sajollyaA pajeaym jje a1auym ueld jeurBuio sy} o} uinjal o] i pInom |
‘|eased sjoym ayj Buosgye Jnoym joedu] aaieBau o|qIsiA S| 81Ul UBUm mou|
[l em 0s pouad awif BUO| B JBAO DUOP S|} MU JO LUOHIPPE 8Y} 8as 0} 83| Pinom | “aJiiplim toedw Ajpaebau jiim ssajnol

te1) pesodoud ay) Jo yonyy * pesodoid Buieq syl AUBL 00} 8B 818U} Jey) PaUISOUOD AJA W | “PUOLUIYONY JO USZI0 B We |
‘aJi[P|IM PUE JUBLULOIAUS 4} J08j0.4d 0} epew siauued [euiblio aU) s}ole sy} [|e 0} sAonpoidieunca

s1 ) sINB Ajeanoays yolym' ueld ay) puswe o} Budweype pue joey ay) taje Buwio) ‘sailed pajsalaiul ay) fje woly induf pue
suo|sses [naybnoy) Auew Jo ynses sy sem ueld juswebeuew [euiBuo sy pabueyoun uiewsal pinoys )i pue ueld jeuiblio
BY} Y)IM PBASIUDE SEM UOIESIO8) 8](RUOSESI 10} SOUEMOJIE UB UJIM ]S840 AJUNWWOD SMalpuy 8y) Ul uonosjoid 1ejiqeH

awey ‘ajnoy jiel} pesodold ayj uo sSmalA INoA 8qlIosap ases|d |

S

pUOWIYOY

£ g @Al noA
Op umo} JBYm

efofe ueor z/6/¢

alofe] 8GOy 1Z/6/E

heueg 3ol ¢/LL/E

;oweu
INOA s|1eUM,

weys
owi}



Time

stam What is your

name?

3/7/2C Kit Emery

3/6/2C lan Stokes

3/6/2C Lisa Kory

Maria (Chichi)

3/6/2C Barrett

What town do
you live in?

-Richmond o

'Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. Theme

While I'm not a WL biologist, | believe the steep slopping landscapes, numerous ravines with narrowing ridgetops on this
particular piece of land does not seem conducive for additional bike trials and should be limited to one trail only. | believe
additional trails will permanantly impact wildlife and interrupt their corridor movement causing further fragmentation to this
sensitive habitat. We all need to continue to serve as better stewards for our land and avoid putting our recreational desires
ahead of preserving our wild and natural communities. More than ever we want these forests to benefit our wildlife.and their

natural habitat. Look around there are many recreational areas in Richmond and supporting towns around.

Pbe‘dplé‘int‘é'hdi'ng to submit comments about the proposed trail route should be aware that the information about prbposed
trails at the Town website for the ACF http://lwww.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/richmond-town-
forest/ is very difficult to navigate. To see a map of the proposed trails the link https://arrowwoodvt.com/acf/ is given to the

‘initial report from ecology consultant (Arrowwood) and trail designer (Sinuosity). This link displays a map of the terrain with
:proposed trails superimposed. To see the ecological considerations you select the blue box below, that links to an

“Interactive Map” at hitps://aevt.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a8f6b1539eb84e308fd78e36fc093e7a

i This map includes ecologically sensitive areas, but they are difficult to distinguish from the background image. Features
'such as 'Hemlock and Red Pine Forests' are much more evident if you select the Topographic Basemap. Then you can see
- that some of the proposed trails pass through areas identified by Arrowwood consultants as ecologically sensitive, a prime
‘concern specified in the Management Plan. One trail that was invading ecological sensitive areas was dropped from the
‘plan at the February 28th meeting of the Andrews Community Forest Committee, raising questions about the competence of
. the consultants who had proposed it.

' The trails plan was developed jointly by Arrowwood (hitps://arrowwoodvt.com) and Sinuosity (https://www.sinuosity.net/ - a
-company specializing in designing mountain bike trails.) Blunders such as planning for trails right through ecologically

sensitive areas is very troubling and | question how much communication there was between these two consultants. Why
did Arrowwood let the trail plan go ahead when it seems to be very damaging to the Town Forest and to their reputation?

I have walked the trails off Cochran Road for mahy years | have observed that as more trails are developed, wildlife has
had to move to other habitats. So | would like to make sure we minimize the disruption of habitats in the ACF. | am not an
expert in the ACF land so cannot specifically comment about that. My comment is to keep this principle in mind.

The primary goal of the ACF should be preservation of natural areas to benefit wildlife.
While recreation is a secondary goal, it should not interfere with the primary goal.

There are plenty of opportunities for recreation in the Richmond area. But as development expands, areas devoted to
preservation of wildlife habitat are growing smaller.

‘We need to protect these wildlife habitats.

Respectfully,

Maria (Chichi) Barrett
Frederick (Rick) Barrett

:Richmond, Vermont




‘a1niny sy} ojus Buo| Inoge poob jeey {2 ueo em BUIYIBWIOS S| BLICINO |BUY 8U} 81ns el 0} awy) Bunje) 10} D40V NOA yueyy

‘PUOLIYDIY U $HIomiau |iel} Jayjo Auew:

uo USsSs s|lel} apIs anfos PEZLIOYINBUN PUR UOISOI9 919A8S WOJ) 158104 sy} BuipienBajes pue sjood [RUIaA Jeau SaInso|o jiel
[euosees Buipn|oul UoHEa.08l 8|gisuodsal JO 8INjno B 8j0Wold ‘G 'Sauo mau | ayiiplim Buoe|dsip pue saau; Bugino ‘punoib
Buiyeelq alojeq seale peoedwl pue sjel) Bupsixe ay) ||e }sneyxd ‘4 'siods joy jelgey wody Aeme suopdo 1eg) anyeus)e

ying-punois) ¢ *ale|dwos Alybnoloy} 0} Asuow pue aul Jo Ino uel Ajpsiiwpe Asy) yoiym ucsess sjendoldde sy Bunnp

sejoads patebuepus pue aiel 10§ Aiojusaul ue Buipnjoul JUBWSSOSSE Jejigey [N} 8U) Ysiuy 0] UOIEPUSWILIOIaL S POOMOLY
MO||04 *Z 'B|qe) 8] Je JBDS aARY JoU Op oym ajpim Buipnioul sysalejul jo ebues asiaalp ayy Bujuesaide. juswebebus
oljgnd sAisuayaidwon Buniaul Ag sseooxd Bujuueld ino ejeidwio) 1 :Buimojio} sy} op ||IM 8a)iWWo) 4OV au} adoy |

‘puIwl Ul pey Ajilie smeipuy 8y} eouejeq oy} BuiasIyoe aflym wa)sAs
jled) esn-pnw e Jo) jsenb 1no Ajspes pinom am ‘Jejigey ajiipiim [eoiLD Jo Ino asn Aysusiul ybly Buideay Ag ‘sjods jouy ajipiim
a4} 10 JnO pue sauy temod 8y} mojeq Jsixs Buipl pesueape pue sdolp ‘sdod ‘sdoy Joj suondo jiel) “ieAs uey) alow pesu

SHIP|IM PUE oM WB)sAS08 Ayjeey & 1eA0oes 0} sbewep Joqull} pue Speol pjo 81ojsad 0} ainjeu Buimojje pue sauoz Aysusp

18ybiy ul sjeyy Supenusouod suesw ue|d Jordw) wnwiuiw [euiblo sy} o} Buipioooe uoisuedxe jeuoijealoal ajgisuodsey

‘Bupos)osd 0] pamwLIos Apeslje 8ABY am 88104 spueldn AJunoD uspuajpiy sesoe

00004 8y} UIyIIM Sjuil 1eliqey [eiBajul siu) 1o} 1y 1yBL 8} Jou S} [l UIISGUIBYD PUE SUBIYO0D O} Jejjwis 20aw Jendod & oju
40V 8y} Buiuiny pue sjiely Bup|ig UIBJUNOW JO SS|IWQQ L SABY ADBal[e S\ "Bale By Ul Siiomleu |iel) padojeaap Jayjo sjdipinw
pulW Ui Buleaq ojiym 8180 Yiim uejd 0} pasu om auwll A12SSE00U 8} 8%E)} 0} SN JUBM PINOM SJUEJGRYU] 1810} Y} pue Ajiue ]
SMaIpuy 8y '80e} S8UO plIM U} sjnesse Bujwlem jeqolb pue juswdojeAsp 9SUalU| 8U) JO 8SNEDaq WL JISIA 8M Moy

pue usym ‘ateym noge A||eoio alow BupjuIyl 81e SN Jo AUBL ‘BLUOY 0} 9S0|0 SP|IM B} SS800E 0} 8lISap Uy} aleys | SIIYM

"9AMY) 0] pasu sjewiue Auew jey) seyoled isalod YeQ Al se'!

4OoNs S8UNWILIOD [BH)BU UOWIWLIODUN anjeA YBly pue sispuewe|es pue sBoyj 10} Sjood [BUISA ‘Sieag joe|g 10f saal) Jselp (G !
‘BunoA J1ey) 19910.1d pue ‘paalq ‘pas) 0) paau saads AUBW 1S8.0} 8100 Sjowal pue Jousiu| (¢

‘ANsioAipolq Ui you pue Ajijenb asiem 1o} Juenoduwi tedns sie jey) sweals Bupspliog seuoz ueledul |B1aAsS (¢!

*afnjos JojuIm 1oy [e0lLID SpleA deep Buloe) Jsemyinog anjea ybiH (Z.

"JUOULIBA JO 81B)S 8y} Uj Josjold o Juepodul) jsow ¢ do) ey} Buowe se passasse ‘SIOpLUOD JUSWBAOW ajlip|im Juediubis (|

1salo) ayy

10 sued Buimoyjoy ayr peddew Asy ] ‘epnuul Jou PINOYs am ssuoz [eojBojooe anjeA ybiy 10} 188) Q0¥ PUE Q0Z Usamiaq siayng

10 S8LIBPUNOG SMOYS PBIONPUOD POOMMOLLY JBY] Juswssasse |eoiBojoos ay) ‘Aejd pue aiojdxa 0} saoeld sjendosdde joajes
Allngeseo sn diay 0} sainjee) jeliqey a4ipim [BoAHO By} Jo awos BulAyusp| qof s|qel(wpe Ue suop Sey 8ajuwod 40V eyl

qoedw feluiw Yyiim abeuew o) pesibe am seynads JUSWSSES UOIBAIDSUOD aU) Jey) jsaloy e Ul 1oedwl pue melds 'uogsme?
a18A8s ‘UolseBU0D 10 sWwejqold By} BA|0S JOU ||IM S{IBJ} MBU U}IM BINJUBSAPE PUE 9SI0I9X8 PUBIPOOM 10} }S819)Ul }SNGOL ING |
1o Bulpesidg *AlJUnooyoRq 8y} Ul 8sn-19A0 0) anp pabiawwe aaey sie)igey 1se.10) Buialy} ‘Aujjesy o) sjeaiy; mau ‘oluspued

ay) Buunp alnjeu Ul ainusApe pue aoe|os Buees Ul 1seiejul eaisojdxs Ue ass 0) Buidsu) usag sey }l ajUA "SUMO)
Buipuno.nns ul INq ‘a1ey i1snf J0u SEBIE [BINJEU PUE SjjBd} JUBPUNJE 8U) Jo 8sneoaq obe sieak GZ puowyoly Ul 8Alj 0} 8souo |

"apew am sosjwoud

8y} 0} SN P|oY 0} A Y} pue PIEOGIO8[OS PUOWILDLY N0 ‘98D 40V 8y} 8bin | ‘auo [eulbl10 oy} Wolj jJuaiapip

UOISIA B [N} 0} pasiwioldwios aqg jou pinoys pue sseoosd Bujuueld siy) 1oy yooipaq ey s ‘Juswases ay] Jo sejdiound Buipinb
ay) Bupoayal ‘ueld uewabeuew jeuBlio ay] ‘mojjo) 0} suoljesauab 1o} }selo} oy Jo Ajbajul |eo1Bojoss ay) syoadsel jey)

JOUUBW B U| paIBUS PUB PlIM JaABI0} 80 puUg| i8y) Jey) sinsuse Ajiewud o) suoljiw paolLoes AjiWe sSmalpuy eu| louoy o}
AIUNWWOD INo paisniue Ajle- SMaipuy 8y} Jeyj IUSWBSES UOIIBAISSUO0D 8y Jo Jids pue saidioud ay) 1o8jia1 Jeu) s|ied) uo
40V 8y} Ul swesboud jeuoieonps apinb pue ayIq ‘pis ‘Und ‘axIY 0} pe}oxa WE | ‘ISe[SNYjUS J00PINO pPUE JOJESNPS SINjBU B S|

sway L ‘gjnol jies) pasodoid sy} Lo SMBIA INOA 8qLIDSEp 8SEd|d

puowWyory  BUOJEI BRBUES( Z/8Z/E

LUt BAl NoA
Op UMO) JBYAA

Jaweu
INOA st 1eyp

we)s
awi|



Time

What is your What town do
stam

name? you live in?

3/28/2 Ann Greenan Naur Richmond

3/27/2 matthew fisher Hinesburg

3/27/2 Jason McCune-Sa| Richmond

3/27/2 Halle Harklau Richmond
3/27/2 Neil Renner Richmond

3/27/2 Amy Renner 'Richmond

3/25/2 Betsy Emerson/Jar Richmond

3/25/2 RichmondATrails Ct Ricvhm_ond“ -

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

We have A LOT of mountain biking trails in Richmond. People come from all over to bike here. I'm not a mountain biker but
a road biker. | don't appreciate all of the folks who DRIVE to Richmond to go biking. They drive too fast, They don't look out
for walkers/runners/ road bikers. We DO NOT NEED MORE MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS HERE!. We need (o keep as much
of the forest as animal habitat and as a wild place. THIS is what will become scarcer and scarcer over the next 50 years.
Thank you

‘| think the proposed route will serve the needs of all concerned. It will create public land that can be used for a variety of
-recreational activities, and it will maintain a wildlife corridor as well. | am a native Vermonter and | have seen public land

for recreational use dwindle over the years. To have a piece of municipal land protected for public use is a gift for any town.
Trails on private land can be repurposed at any time so it is important to have public land accessible for use by all. It is my
experience that people who love the outdoors are respectful of the land and the wildlife on it. Use of land like this is why
most of us live in Vermont

EI am a local resident, | appreciate the balance between preservation, conservation and recreation. | support the trails plan
that was designed by Arrowwood and Sinuosity. Thanks

I fully support the ACF committee and their plans on the prob'c‘)'éé-ciii trallroute ACF dld what many Wédld have done and
hired Arrowwood and Sinuosity, professionals in their fields, to build out a plan that makes sense for the forest. Being a
person that works for a local conservation organization (VYCC) | see the importance of what ACF is trying to do in our

.community.

 Plan looks good. Is there a way to connect to sip of sunshine? S
| think they're proposed to Trailroad takes into consideration various stakeholder perspectives. This plan looks reasonable to
‘me.

'We support the new plan that would avoid wildlife sensitive areas. We don't want the earlier plan that shows trails going

 through the deer yards, etc. B
i The Richmond Trail Committee would like to lend our support to either the original trail plan or

‘the amended trail plan for the Andrews Community Forest. The trail committee has been
tinvolved over the last 5 years in helping shape the future of the Andrews Community Forest.

The process that the Andrews Community Forest Committee has been through to get to this trail
design has been long, extensive, precedent setting, and public. Trails are how the majority of
townsfolk, students, and visitors are going to use and enjoy our new Town Forest. It has been a
long, deliberative process to get to this point. By working with a professional ecological firm and
a professional trail design firm, we feel the plan put forth finds the optimal balance for recreation
and conservation. Some of the Trail Committee's key goals are interconnecting neighborhoods
and interconnecting towns via trails to avoid roads. This plan helps to accomplish this.
Moreover, we strongly believe having a loop option in the upper forest for exploration is a key
design feature for forest visitors, so even with losing one of the upper trails, a loop option still
remains. Compared {o our neighboring towns with Town Forests, the proposed trail density in
this design is extremely low. Currently, the majority of trails we enjoy in Richmond are on
private land, and access is provided by landowner generosity, but is not guaranteed in the
future. The ACF was bought by the town with recreation as a key component, and ensuring well
crafted, thoughtful, and sustainable trails is key to having a town resource for the future. For

these reasons and more, we are excited for and supporteitherplan.

Theme
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Time

stam What is your

name?

What town do
you live in?

3/24/2 John-Paul Lavoie Richmond

3/24/2 Mike Donohue

3/24/2 Nat Merrill

3/24/2 Rob Williams

‘ Richmond

: Richmond

Underhill

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

It seems clear to me that the ACF property has a history of serving many needs. It is also clear, from the years-long
planning process and more recent discussions, that the Richmond community would like the ACF property to continue to
serve many (sometimes opposing) needs. | support the trail plan as proposed (with or without the ridge trail) as | believe it
balances the communities varied desires.

I'am fully in support of sustainable recreational trails being built on the ACF and am in favor of the original trail layout
designed and presented by Arrowood and Sinuosity initially. This design between ecologists and trail designers was iterative
and ended up with a compromise solution that was better than the first plan laid out by the SE Group and strikes the
appropriate balance between preserving delicate areas of the land with creating an engaging and educational trail layout for
nature lovers, walkers, runners, bikers, snowshoers and others.

I'was at the public meeting in August 2021 where the trail proposal was presented and discussed and | was impressed by

‘the thought and expertise of the professionals the ACFC hired to create a collaborative and responsible plan setting aside
-significant portions of the property for wildlife and condensing the trails into smaller blocks to meet the varied goals of the

management plan. The plan was approved at that meeting after extensive deliberation on top of years of public input, so |

feel like it it time to move forward and create the sustainable and clear trail infrastructure that will both benefit the town as
‘well as protect the forest by keeping users to established trails.

Thanks to the committee, volunteers who have volunteered their time to make our town a better place. It is an important job

to make sure the ACF is a valuable resource for the town as one of the few pieces of truly public land in Richmond!

This properfy is now a town forest. The location of the property, with such easy access from Waterbury and Burlington,
-means that it is going to be heavily used by walkers, joggers, hunter, loggers, birders, foragers, bikers, etc, etc, I'm sorry to

say, that the relative location of a single trail to an area deemed "sensitive" to wildlife seems too little/too late for meaningful
preservation of wildlife habitat. | also find it amusing how much angst there is about bikers, when so few appear concerned
about all the unleashed dogs that will inevitably be running down every moving target in the forest daily- no trails required.

Basically, if you are going to open an area this small up as a designated recreation area and working forest, building parking
-lots and trails, then make it a recreation area and don't pretend it's also great wildlife habitat. Considering the location of
this parcel in proximity to a large % of the Vermont population, I vote to maintain the original trail design. Or, modify the
 ridge top trail slightly to avoid the minor incursions into the apparent boundaries of the wildlife corridor. | also support the

' creation of larger areas of undeveloped land in VT!

- The potential health benefits from providing trail accéés tc')' av diversify of USers a“re ‘enormous.' Local recreational options are

important for the community to provide and will aencourage local young people to stay in both Richmond and the larger
Vermont community.

Theme
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Time

What is your What town do
stam

name? you live in?
3/22/2 Betsy Cabrera Richmond

3/22/2 Kate Lee Richmond

3/22/2 Patrick Herbert Williston

3/22/2 Catherine Mclntyre Richmond

3/21/2 Timothy Burgher ' Richmond

3/21/2 Kevin M_cAle_e_r B Ri‘c‘h‘mpndm

. Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

I am supportive of the current trail plan and think the ATF Committee and vendors have done an exemplary job in navigating

this process. I'm looking forward to having the trail network available to our awesome community!

I support the trails. They provide recreation while respecting the natural habitat. The trail committees in Richmond have
done an outstanding job. | fully support and appreciate all their work.

I would like to first commend the ACF Committee on their thoughtful and inclusive approach to this process as well as their
intent to create "an exemplary trail network, with ecological considerations paramount in trail design." | am strongly of the
opinion that the proposal as put forth by Arrowwood and Sinuosity was meticulously crafted with an appropriate focus on
both ecological preservation and recreational opportunities. | fully support this plan including the Ridgeline trail as it was
initially included.

I would like to submit my full support of the original trail plan submitted by Arrowwood and Sinuosity. The ATF Committee
has been extremely thorough, thoughtful, diligent, and patient in this multi-year process. | believe those supporting the
recreational aspect of the Town Forest Recreation Plan have been incredibly patient as well. The Committee delivered a
clear majority vote (6 in favor, 2 against, 1 abstaining) to approve the multi-use trail design plan back in August, 2021. Yet
here we are, continuing to gather and filter more public input. The public has had ample opportunity to be involved and voice

;opinions every step of the way, over the past four years.

‘As an aside, I'd also like to express my personal opinion that it is unrealistic to expect the ATF committee members to

individually become expert ecologists or expert trail designers -- to digest hundreds of pages of content forwarded to them.
The Committee selected and paid two highly respected, professional, local companies to bring that expertise to the table. It

‘was an unprecedented process to hire a joint ecologist / trail design team to balance recreation and ecological concerns. |
‘support the expertise Arrowwood and Sinuasity delivered, and respectfully request that the Committee and the Select Board

approve thatplanaswell. - S , o
My first thought is that trails in the woods seem far better than highways, condos, houses, fields for hay in the woods. So
bring on the bike trail and more access to this area. | also feel this area it a little less convenient to get to which makes me

(think it's not going to get super heavy use. My second thought is how much there is to think about when you put something
-in the woods that might bring more folks into a potentially sensitive area. My gut still says adding more trails is better. I've
:done a bit of trail running, a bunch of trail walking, and way more mountain biking than both of those combined. | tend to
keep my tires on the single track (or directly above it for extremely short periods) and get irrationally mad when folks cut
trailer corners. Anyway...more trails, better trails, teach your kids to do trail work and learn about the woods and all it has to
(offer...and maybe teach them that some woods should just have ho humans involved?! I'm just not sure where that should
.take place. | guess on lots of the private property in VT. Okay this is turning into something that sounds like a late night

. college thought process. | hope you enjoy it.

: Completely in support. |feel the ACF completed a thorough and deliberate process that considered all stakeholders and
public interests. This will be another wonderful resource for our community to access and use.
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Time

stam What is your

name?

3/19/2 Andy Solomon

What town do
you live in?

Richmond

vPIease describe your views on the proposed trail route. , Theme
~Since people have posted more than once here | decided to post again, as I'm thinking | may be speaking for many who

have not posted. I've been reading all the comments with interest, while trying to be open-minded and as agnostic as
possible. | will state outright my bias is that the ACF should have some trails, and it seems like this is aligned with the initial

{ACF management plan, but that’s about it.

The main disagreement is really starting to feel like it is mostly between people in town who would like to have mountain
biking in the ACF and people who do not want mountain biking in the ACF (or more mountain biking in town), though the
latter are not explicit about such. | think it's ok to feel that way and to express those concerns. I've done plenty of walking
and hiking and trail running over the years in special places that would have just felt different if there was concurrent
mountain biking. Such concerns are valid and should be discussed. On the other hand, these are not ecological concerns.
With some of the comments, it's difficult for me to untangle ecological concerns from mountain biking concerns (e.g. Sue
Morse explicitly references “the mountain bike” community, a web site designed by a community member to help people
understand the ACF and the trail proposal highlights a video of someone biking down Chamberlain Hill and their speed).
The two issues are certainly not mutually exclusive — presumably mountain biking causes ecological issues, But given the
overriding lens on mountain biking, it's not clear to me if there would still be as many concerns from as many people about
the current trail proposal if they were simply for walking/hiking/running. Is the concern the trails or the mountain biking (or
both)?

. This seems like an ecologically valuable parcel. What's still hard for me to appreciate, given its proximity to route 2, a major
‘busy highway (how is this a wildlife corridor to Camel's Hump with 89 in the middle?), several neighborhoods, and near-
‘constant logging on at least 4 properties directly adjacent to the ACF boundary for the last 8 years that I've lived here, is

how much of an impact on wildlife the proposed trails (with mileage close to that specified in the ACF management plan)

‘would really have, especially with most of the parcel remaining trail-free. | would like to understand those concerns better,
‘and not feel like this is mostly about people not wanting mountain biking. | will continue to read the comments.

'Regarding the FPF back and forth over logging — many of us recognize that there can be potential environmental benefits

of logging. However, there is also increasing recognition that there is value in old growth, and that these current use
programs were to some degree designed for timber production ($), and not necessary with ecological concerns in mind.
There are efforts to change this, see this current bill discussed in VT Digger (link below). Maybe more people will conserve
their land now that they do not need to log. Maybe some people can now reassess their logging.

_https:/ividigger.org/2022/01/25/bill-proposes-expanding-current-use-program-to-include-some-wild-forests/

Listening to discussion at the meetings over the last year, it seems like there are many people in town who would have liked

many more trails in ACF for recreation than proposed (and have highlighted the trail/acreage ratio compared to Hinesburg

- Town Forest and that no such ecological trail design has been performed in many Town Forests in the state and so on), and
‘there are people who think there should be no trails at all (i.e. Sue Morse letter). Thus far the unbiased attempt to navigate
.a compromise for such has been the proposal by consultants the ACFC hired. It's for this reason | support the initial plan as
iproposed. There have been numerous public meetings (posted on FPF) about these trails which were attended by many

members of the community who gave feedback the ACFC. The consultants presented the trails and took comments at one
of these meetings and made clear the current design attempts to avoid ecologically sensitive areas completely or as best as
possible (a large vernal pool, passing through a ravine more than once and so on), departs from an ACF management plan
trail proposal that was tentative and perhaps made without walking the property, and in recent responses made clear that
one recreational trail may not be necessarily better ecologically than more than one (or could be worse). The ACF
committee is comprised of volunteers in our community doing their best. | agree more feedback now can’t hurt, especially at
more venues. Personally | am not in favor of disassembling the complete proposed plan as | believe it would fail if partially
implemented for the reasons these consultants have put forth. If the current trail plan is not adequately sensitive to specific
ecological concerns in the ACF that should've received a higher value or priority in the trail design, which | remain open to
being convinced of, it seems to me that the next step would be go back to the consultants for a re-design with revised aims.
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Time

stam What is your

name?

3/15/2 Neil Preston

3/15/2 Gabriel

3/14/2 Tom Cochran

3/14/2 Lars Whitman

3/13/2 Jake Ide

3/12/2 Todd Sagar

3/12/2 Dennis Delay

3/12/2 Jim Cochran

3/12/2 Patty Brushett

3/11/2 Darcy Buret
3/11/2 Mark Aiken

What town do
you live in?

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

Richmond

-Richmond
Richmond

‘Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.
‘1 support this trail plan and hope that the town is able to move forward with it. Adding these trails to the existing network will

Theme

spread out the traffic and improve the trail user and residential experience. Thanks for the hard work in crafting a thoughtful

‘plan.

As a resident and local business owner, | would like to express my whole-hearted support for either trail plan put forth by the
committee. | applaud the Committee's goal to balance recreation and ecological conservation considerations in the
development of the proposed plan. | have seen first-hand the economic effects of the improved recreational opportunities in
town. We need to keep this momentum going as we continue with the renaissance our village core is seeing. Please

‘consider the economic impact for the town.
‘1 am supportive of both the original trail network and now the revised plan. It would be great to offload some of the trail and

land users from our side of Richmond (Cochran's and surrounding land) and spread all the humans out. |t seems that both
sinuosity and arrowhead were quite professional in their approach to developing this trail plan; let's make it happen!

| feel as though the ecological study has been thorough and the trail design well thought, that the committee should move
forward with the plan for trails.

| think the proposed trails network honors the character of the Andrews Community Forest as it exists today, restricting and
containing human travel in an appropriate and sustainable manner. As a nearby property owner and frequent visitor, | am
glad to see how much of the parcel was left untouched. [ am glad that our town chose to participate in the years-long,
community-focused and -supported deliberative process, involving citizens throughout. | support honoring this valuable work
by implementing the trails network (and preservation of the rest of the ACF!) as proposed.

I'support the design plan as submitted and approved - | am hoping the proposed trails do not get cut - looking forward to
when the project is completed - | use the Preston Legacy Forest trails extensively and love living here in Richmond - thanks!

1 fully support the trail plan and appreciate the extensive work done to understand the existing wildlife and flora in the ACF.

Integrating this understanding into trail development is explained in detail in the Management Plan, and opportunities for

- public feedback are included as part of the required assessment protocol. Thank you to all who have put so many hours into
'the ACF and for making such an easily accessible and extensive record of documents and reports for the public.

-1 would like to submit my full support of the trail plan put forth by the committee. | am a Richmond resident and manager of
‘the Cochran Ski Area and in my opinion, the original trail plan should be supported by the Committee and approved by the
; Select Board. With public trails and ample parking, Cochran's ski area and my family's land is currently a host to many multi-
“use trails. While it has been tremendously positive to host trails and be a central location for recreation in Richmond, there is

a limit on how much we can do. By approving the proposed ATF plan, the Town would share the role of providing
recreational opportunities for the community, on public land. | appreciate the detailed ecological study that helped determine
the proposed trail design. | encourage the ATF Committee and Select Board to approve the plan that was developed by

‘paid, vetted, and experienced professionals.

‘I think you've done amazing job. We are so lucky that you all'stepped up” to this huge task. | appreciate your revisions to
the trail design. | attended one of your meetings with Sue Morris. She was very knowledgeable and convincing. | also
. appreciate the access agreement we will be entering in to with the Abenaki people. A small step toward repairing that
‘relationship.
Richmond ;
I think people protect the land more when they actively get out to enjoy it. A trail can be made in a thoughtful way. | support
‘making a trail for people to enjoy.

1 support thg proposed trail routg.m 7 ‘
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Time

stam What is your

name?

What town do
you live in?

3/11/2 Jake Robe’rtson .‘Williston

3/11/2 Paul Hauf

3/11/2 Rob Hintze

Richmond

'Richmond

. Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

‘The original trail design plan would be AMAZING if it came to fruition. It would connect to town via Sip trail without having to
‘ride on the treacherous twisty section of Rt 2. Love that | can park or ride to town and connect Chamberlain, Preston, &

Cochrans without spending too much time on the road. At Andrews to that---sweet!!! But if the Sip connector can't be...it's a
blow....not a critical blow for me, but | assume it could be for residents in the proximity close to Sip.

I'am concerned that not having enough trails to spread users out on the descents (specifically gravity oriented riders) could

-potentially cause significant conflict or at least some potential disharmony with different users' flow types. As one

commenter anecdotally stated in the meeting, the users at Preston are generally always polite and smiling when they cross
each other, no mater what their mode of transportation. | 100% agree with this statement. BUT 2 notable difference between
Preston and this revised Andrews design are: (1) Preston has 3-4 descending options (LungTa, Preston Loop, Visceral, and
Graveyard). (2) Aside from descending, users also are able to exit the Preston trail network in 4 separate exit points which
significantly spreads users out (A-Day, Connector, Lower Connector, and out Merritt). | spend an unhealthy amount of time
scouring Trailforks and Strava routes, and | find users travel Preston (often paired with Cochran's) in so many different ways

-and in all directions. There really isn't 1 standard top-to-bottom loop or route that everyone takes. How many hikers do you

see on Graveyard or Visceral? None right!? They obviously opt for more hiking-friendly routes/exists (Preston and Merritt).
So to wrap up my point--yes--most trail users jive in harmony at Preston, but they are not all forced/funneled onto 1 trail

~assent or descent and their typicall routes vary significantly even among the same type of user groups.

I've spent a lot of time this winter grooming the fat bike trails at Andrews and | see how much potential that land has.
Descending Urbanik trail | envision the future of Andrew's downhill being 3x longer--wow that will be fun!! And having fun
climbing trails too--yes please! A full top-to-bottom loop is sure to be a real fun addition to the Richmond Trail network for
any trail user. Even the most basic top to bottom loop is sure to be AMAZING and | can't wait.

If I can add my two cents as fat bike trail groomer...Having 'boot friendly' trails at Andrews could make the winter grooming
fast much longer and better. | know PRKR mountain in Little NH does this. There is sooo much boot traffic at Andrews,
which is great that people like to hike there, but it's almost impossible to maintain a fat bike friendly route. Boot friendly

-routes could help make the trails better for bikers, and could continue to make the trails more equitable without requiring

users to use snowshoes on all groomed trails (which they don't at Andrews anyway as you know). The boot trails can even

‘been groomed. Options and signage could go a long way.

Thanks!

‘| support theorlgmaltrall d‘eéién by Arrowwood/Smu03|ty Trru”st the‘éxp‘erts» you hifed to desigh a tréii hetwork tHat

minimizes environmental impact. It's time to move the process forward after 4 years of debate and planning.

| feel so Iucky to live here in Richmond, | am behind the proposed trail construction and think it's a great addition to the
:many walking/hiking/biking and x/c-snowshoe-snowmobile trails private and public that Richmond offers. | am firmly behind
‘anything that gets our society outside and off screens, | am guilty as well.

As | mentioned on FPF | hope we can incorporate at least one route through Andrew's town forest for official and insured

i VAST trail, we hope to get a route open from Perfection trailers up and back connected with VAST route to essex. A group
‘of local riders , just took over the local club and once we get up and running might not be a bad idea to meet and see if
there is any crossover that would benefit the community as a whole. If we get a VAST trail back on the map it would be
‘groomed, that might be something we could somehow work out to keep a winter loop in Andrew's forest groomed for
-general public use, motorized or not.

:Hope this project moves forward regardless! Rob

Theme
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What is your
name?

What town do
you live in?

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

Hi All-

‘| served on the Andrews Town Forest Committee in 2017 and 2018. | am on the board of Richmond Mountain Trails. | am a

member of the Conservation Alliance, which helped fund purchase of Andrews Town Forest

:As you work towards a proposal for the Richmond Selectboard re: trails in Richmond's Andrews Town Forest, | wanted to
. share some quotes with you | collected as | was researching a story on trail-based recreation in Vermont for a national

publication. The quotes are from a Vermont Federal Forester, a Program Manager at conservation non-profit Trust for Public

:Land, and from a representative of the Lintilhac Foundation.

As a journalist, | turn to experts to help me understand whatever topic | am writing about. | hope that the Town of Richmond

:will also defer to experts as we come up with a plan for the Richmond Town Forest that will serve the needs of flora and
‘fauna, as well as the needs of the community.

At the last two ATF Committee meetings, committee members used the trails proposal created by the experts the town hired
to develop a plan to care for wildlife and serve community user groups as a starting point for compromise, when in fact that

.plan was the result of compromise, which is what both Arrowwood Consultants and Sinuosity Trail Designers explained it
‘was, detailing their iterative process over the course of a four plus hour public meeting.

The Sinuosity/Arrowwood plan was developed by expert ecologists and expert trail designers in a landmark collaboration
that could serve as a model for how trails are buift throughout Vermont in the future, satisfying trail users and protecting
wildlife and Vermont's ecology.

But it doesn't appear that the majority of the committee is willing to trust the experts the Town of Richmond hired.
It's ironic. When Ethan Tapper, our county forester, makes a recommendation to the ACTF committee, all defer to him as
the forestry and logging expert. When Arrowwood and Sinuosity made a recommendation, members of the committee and

the community asserted their own expertise trumps that of the experts we hired.

['am a conservationist, an avid nature lover and a lover of outdoor activity. | strongly believe we should establish
wilderness--land with the least human impact possible.

Richmond Town Forest is not that land. It's a small parce! bisected by a power line, a piece of land where there has been
extensive logging, and a parcel with an existing network of logging roads that are heavily used by the public. Andrews

: Community Forest was purchased to serve as a wildlife corridor and also a place for Richmond residents to recreate. It was

purchased as a community resource, a place for Richmond residents to be in nature, to breath fresh air, to stretch our legs
and lungs. The Arrowwood/Sinuosity proposal represents a dramatically scaled down trail system from what was first
proposed by SE Group, consultants the town hired to help us determine what town residents want our town forest to be.

1 strongly encourage the selectboard to approve a plan that will balance the interests of as many community interest groups

as possible. | strongly encourage you to adopt the proposal put together by Arrowwood and Sinuosity, and to approve the

:modest network they proposed for immediate construction.

The trails discussion has been going on since 2017. It's time that we move forward with a fair and balanced plan, and end

.the infighting in our town that wants to give some user groups access and bar other users. A scaled down version of the

Arrowwood/Sinuosity plan will create unnecessary trail crowding and potential conflicts. Please allow the three trails laid out

in the proposal we hired Arrowwood and Sinuosity to create.

:As a private landowner whose parcel provides a key link in the Preston Loops, | ask the town to please allow trail-based
travel in our town forest.
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What is your What town do
name? you live in?

3/7/2C Quinn Keating West Bolton
3/7/2C Jenny Evans First Richmond

3/7/2C Allison Frazier Richmond

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route. Theme

‘Based on the language found on page 28 of the 2018 ACF management plan which identifies it's recreational objectives as

1) Provide a forest that has opportunities for all interested users (hunters, mountain bikers, walkers, etc.), 2) Preserve
sensitive areas of the forest and route trails around those areas, and 3) provide a trail system that is well-connected to trails
on adjacent properties and Richmond Village, | feel the committee has done an exemplary job in meeting their objectives
with the original plan as it was put forth inclusive of the now in question "Ridgetop Trail". | support the plan and the great

.work that the ACF committee has done thus far.

I'strongly support the trail plan. Thankyou! e .

100% in favor of the current proposed plan. The committee has done a great job researching the impact and taking all
viewpoints and needs into consideration. This plan represents excellent work and the best balance possible for all parties.
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Time

stam What is your

name?

3/7/2C George Lapierre
3/7/2C Jack Parker

3/7/2C Kevin Mahoney

3/7/2C Brian Oley

3/7/2C David _Sun_s__hi_ne

3/6/2C Andy Solomon

3/6/2C Adam Morse

What town do
you live in?

Richmond

Richmon_d

: Richmond‘_

Richmond

jRichmond

Richmond

Richmond

Please describe your views on the proposed trail route.

As a resident who bikes, skis, runs and hunts in the town forest, | think the proposed trails offer a great balance of use for a
wide variety of Richmond residents. Sinuosity has a wonderful reputation building trails that are durable, sustainable and
fun to ride/run. The connection to the Sip of Sunshine trail is also an important part of Richmond's town vision to connect to
other trail networks. The popularity of the trails in Richmond is vital for our town's vibrant culture and economic vitality.

As a local mountain biker, | would greatly enjoy having more trails to spread out the biker traffic that Richmond has been

~experiencing. | have walked this land numerous times and would love to have trails in the beautiful forests.
: The proposed trail network looks like a great communlty resource for ndmg running, walkmg this will create broader

opportunity for the Richmond commumty to enjoy exercise and nature.

:The proposed frails look greatl Connectmg to the ne|ghbormg trails defmltely provndes excmng opportunities for longer and
‘more adventurous bike rides and hikes, whereas the trails near the parking lot provide nice variety for people of all abilities.

Great work done by everyone so farl I'm very excited to see this come to fruition as someone who lives nearby and already
regularly recreates at ACF.

As a land owner to the north of the ACF | believe a bélahce of the competing interests is necessary.

‘I want to see the trail proposed the goes north and connects to the trails on the land | own with my spouse be retained and
‘approved.

:1 also agree that eliminating one of the proposed three trails in order to assist in preserving the ecological zone is a good
 solution.

The onglnal trall deSIQn seems to reflect a balance between recreational opportunity and ecologxcal consuderatlons as

‘intended. Arrowhead and Sinuosity have explained the process of their collaborative decision-making that resulted in this
‘specific design in writing and at public meetings. Therefore | am not in favor of the ATF committee removing a segment of

the designed trails on their own (since they presumably do possess trailbuilding or ecological assessment expertise) in
response to concerns expressed by some community members. If there is a desire to adjust the trails and our community

‘feels this is justified, they should be re-designed by Arrowwood and Sinuosity so that they remain multi-use as intended
‘while optimally balancing the town's intention to protect the forest while permitting recreation there (which is uncertain if ATF
selects trails to remove from the original design without consultant input and redesign of what remains).

I am in favor of the proposed plan. Multi use trail networks and continuing to connect with existing trail corridors provides

.people the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and access nature without overcrowding of existing trails.

3/27/2 Deleted at the requ Deleted at the reqt Deleted at the request of the person submitting the comment
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