Conservation Reserve Fund Application Form

Please describe the attributes of your proposal and its advantages to Richmond
by following the outline detailed below. Please limit each answer to one-half page.

Property/Project description

Describe the property or project work. Attach relevant site plans, photographs, deed

restrictions, comments from neighbors, planning/zoning approvals, etc.

Richmond Mountain Trails (RMT) seeks $5,000.00 in conservation reserve
funding to purchase:

1. A DR Field and Brush Mower (Brushog) ~ ($4,000); and
2. A Sthil professional-grade weed wacker + blades + hearing protection ~
($1,000).

RMT will pay for the storage and maintenance of the tools in the RMT shed at
Maple Wind Farm. RMT will make the tools available to the Richmond Trails
Committee, Andrews Community Forest Committee, Conservation Committee,
and other volunteers upon request for trail maintenance purposes.

RMT will provide training and safety information to prospective users.

RMT proposes that RMT will host the storage of the tools, and will pay for the
costs of gasoline, oil, and regular maintenance and upkeep of the tools.

Any volunteer who is a VMBA member, or signs a waiver form, and is working on
a trail registered in the Vermont Trails and Greenways database is covered by
VMBA's insurance.

These tools will be instrumental in maintaining trails such as the Richmond River
Trail, the trails as Andrews Community Forest, the Preston Legacy Trails, the
Johnnie Brook Trail, and myriad other trails throughout Richmond. Currently,
these trails are all brush-hogged, or weed wacked with volunteer-owned tools.
Without this volunteer effort, the trails would be unusable for much of the year,
and/or would quickly disappear.

RMT always ensures it has landowner and manager permission prior to
commencing any work.

As further background: RMT is a non-profit organization and a chapter of the
Vermont Mountain Bike Association (VMBA) which has the primary mission of
maintaining multi-use trails throughout Vermont. RMT assists in maintaining
local trail networks such as Chamberlain Hill, the Preston Legacy Forest, Sip


http://drpower.com/Power-Equipment/Field-%26-Brush-Mowers-/Walk-Behind-Professional-Series-/DR-Field-and-Brush-Mower-/p/AT45326BEN?gsa=true&ctm_id=at45026ben&src=AW1CA87XE4263309&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22462242199&gbraid=0AAAAAD_wqmQ7AY7gR6-NjnklZ6FAekeAA&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0Y3HBhCxARIsAN7931U5GCcZduGO_PL-tVhX0CWFiFGelm-WU2q_sN6scX4xlKBJTbCHw-caAsVZEALw_wcB
https://www.stihlusa.com/products/trimmers-and-brushcutters/professional-trimmers/fs240r/?aqid=18f6fc6448a6bf96bb99fdd9eac1b6e4

of Sunshine, Maple Wind, the Cross-Vermont Trail, and the Richmond River
Trail. RMT partners with the Richmond Trails Committee, the Richmond
Running Club and other local volunteers in its efforts to maintain these trails
with landowner permission.

RMT serves nearly 1,000 registered members, and several thousand visitors
to Richmond every year.

Project significance and the extent to which it address the purposes of the Fund

and the criteria for its use

Every proposal should address the degree to which it meets the "General” criteria as
listed in the document "Conservation Reserve Fund Overview and Guidelines."
Proposals should also address all relevant criteria from the same document under the
categories of Natural Resources, Agricultural Resources and Historic Resources. No

single criterion is intended to exclude a proposal from consideration.

This purchase supports Conservation Reserve Fund Criteria: A2, A4 possibly
A6 and B7 and B9.

A2 & A4: The project will yield a clear sustainable benefit to Richmond
Residents by providing necessary equipment to combat invasive species, and
keep recreational trails clear.

AG6: The project will expand access to any trails that are overgrown and are
inaccessible. Trails are available both to Richmond residents and all visitors.

B7: The project supports no or low-cost recreation on trails. Trails are free to
access.

B9: The project will assist in the sustainable management of resources by
reducing invasive species and keeping recreational trails open in forested and
working landscapes.

This will result in a sustainable benefit to Richmond residents by creating
consistent trail maintenance and will provide continued access to natural
resources and public recreation areas.



This leverages funds and volunteer organizing lead by RMT.

Project schedule

Give a timetable for closing dates and/or completion of project work. Attach relevant
documents such as draft preservation agreements, cost estimates, appraisals, and a

purchase and sale agreement if one exists.

RMT will purchase the brushhog and weed wacker as soon as the funds are
available. RMT host the tools in its shed, and will make the tools available as
described and will lead regular annual efforts to clear brush where necessary on
Richmond’s trails. With proper maintenance, the tools should last a minimum of
10 years of use.

Project partners

What matching contributions are included in the project? What is the value of any local
inkind services or other resources involved? What restrictions will any partners place on

use or management of the property?

RMT is providing matching through use of its shed at Maple Wind Farm,
purchase of gasoline, oil, and maintenance of tools, and organizing of
volunteers/management of tool lending.

RMT will require volunteers to be trained and to either be VMBA members, or to
sign a volunteer waiver to use the tools.

Tools will be available to any Richmond based trail and conservation
organization for use upon request.

Financial information

Please include an itemized budget. Is the allocation requested in one lump sum or over
a period of years? How will accounting and fiscal records be maintained in accord with

generally established accounting procedures, or other accounting procedures that may
be established by the Town of Richmond and other project partners? Also include

certification that within four months of completion of the project you will submit complete

documentation of the costs covered by the Fund.



RMT requests the funds in one lump sum to make the purchase. RMT will
provide receipts for purchase of the equipment, and will return any excess funds
if equipment can be found at a lower price.

RMT has provided links to the materials to be purchased. RMT has selected
machines that provide a balance of durability, and versatility.

Long-term plans

What long-term plans and funding are in place for the ownership, stewardship and
management of this resource to protect its conservation values?

RMT will commit to hosting and maintaining the equipment for the duration of its
useable life.



