The 3 Parks Committee Background Information

The Volunteer Green and Brown’s Court Improvement Committee, later amended to include the
Round Church Green, is often referred to as the 3 Parks Committee. The committee was
appointed by the Selectboard in September of 2023 to develop a plan for improvements to the
3 parks using ARPA money which now is in a designated fund.

Projects at Round Church Green have been completed. Those included landscape work, tree
trimming, monument cleaning, bench cleaning and adding a new bench and picnic table.

Browns Court Park has had some extensive tree work done last year including some tree
removal, major trimming and removal of brush along the borders. There was also a lot of work
required to determine the actual property lines as the plans for this park were developed. The
plans for Browns Court Park have been approved by the Selectboard and the DRB.

Plans for Volunteers Green are being developed and the scope of that project has expanded as a
result of flood damage to the playground and deterioration of the bandshell. We are certain the
estimated costs for that park will far exceed the total funds allocated for park improvements.

Conservation Reserve Fund Application Form

Project/ Property Description

Project Description: Brown’s Court Park - Arborvitia Trees and other park amenities

The money for the first part of the Browns Court improvement project, the installation of the
pickleball court, was appropriated. Since that time, the Town borrowed the money in the
ARPA/ Designated Fund to cover the cost of flood damage repair, which will be repaid when
FEMA money arrives. The funding for the rest of the Browns Court project is not currently
available.

The pickleball court will be installed this fall at BC. The contract for the pickleball court was
signed and the money set aside before the designated funds were borrowed. Therefore the
money, for installation of the pickle ball court and the fence surrounding the court, is

secure. However, the money for planting trees around the court, as well as other amenities, is
not available to us at this time. The court will not be allowed to open until arborvitae trees,
included in our approved site plan, are installed around three sides of the courts, a Town zoning
requirement.



We are asking the Conservation Committee to recommend to the Selectboard that the
Selectboard allocate the funds necessary to pay for the following amenities which will support
the pickleball courts. The Conservation Reserve Funds would be supplementing the ARPA/
Designated Funds for this part of Browns Court improvements.

The amenities needed are

60 arborvitae trees for three sides of the pickle ball courts

2 park benches and one picnic table

2 3x8’ cement pads for benches, 1 8x8’ cement pad for the table.
2 100’ long garden hoses

The neighbors of Browns Court have been fully involved in this process. Committee members
have met with neighbors on site and neighbors regularly attended our meetings as we
developed the plans for the pickleball courts and the amenities. We have consulted with
pickleball players from Richmond, including members from the Community Senior Center as the
project progressed.

Attached are the site plans and the DRB approval letter.

Project significance and the extent to which it address the purposes of the Fund and the

criteria for its use

Our request addresses the following General Criteria

2. Provides a clear sustainable recreation benefit to the residents of Richmnod residents.

The game of pickleball is a new and resident requested recreation opportunity. It can be
played by young and old. Four pickleball courts would occupy the space of one tennis court and
allow 16 players at one time.

The trees will need to be watered regularly the first year of installation. There will be access to
water, but hoses are needed to reach the water source.

4. Will protect, enhance and provide public access to a natural resource or a recreation area by

Benches and tables will allow residents of all abilities to socialize and observe pickleball
activity and the softball activity being played in another area of Brown’s Court.



Trees will be a natural sound barrier and will beautify and somewhat disguise the chain link
fence.

Residents will still be able to walk the perimeter of the park, passing by the pickleball court east
side, which will have the natural green tree barrier around the fence..

6. Expands an existing, protected resource, including those that benefit not only Richmond but
also neighboring communities and those beyond.

We are expanding recreational opportunities in this park (which we hope to have designated as
a park, in perpetuity, for recreational purposes). Pickleball players are likely to spend time in
Richmond, get a coffee, lunch or a cold brew and/or perhaps shop at the hardware store or the
grocery store, thus supporting local businesses.

7. Attracts and leverages funds from other sources.

We are hoping to recruit volunteers to plant the trees. We have discussed contacting
VYCC and local pickleball players.

As more people visit the park, perhaps these improvements at Browns Court will attract funds
for the proposed bocce courts and a new storage shed.

Our request addresses the following Natural Resources Criteria

3. Provides a naturally vegetated buffer zone around or between significant wetlands, streams
or rivers, and human activities.

Arborvitae trees around the court will provide a natural vegetated buffer zone as well as
providing sound mitigation of court noise.

Our request addresses the following Historical Resources Protection Criteria

5. Represented an important central function in Richmond's past, or is associated with an
important person, movement, industry or function.

The project expands and enhances a town park that has had limited use from the time it was
deeded to the Baseball Organization in the 1800s. As the Town has grown, Browns Court Park,



particularly in recent years, has seen more activity via the Richmond Elementary School physical
education program and outdoor activities promoted by the Community Senior Center activity
committee.

Project Schedule

Timeline:

The court is expected to be installed by the end of July 2025.

Once the court is installed, the trees can be planted and the benches installed.
Cost estimates

From Gardeners Supply Company

60 trees @ approx S 90 $5400
Delivery S 100
$5,500
Richmond Hardware
2 100 ft hoses @ approx $100 each $200
Pettinelli and Associates
2 6 ‘park benches @ $612 each $1224
1 square picnic table w 3 seats (1 side accessible) $1,263
Shipping for benches and table™ S 916.07
Installation of equipment $1,250
$4,653.07

Matt Cross - Concrete pads for benches and table $2,750



Total requested for amenities to the pickleball courts : $12,703.07

Project Partners

We are planning to contact VYCC, current pickleball players and other volunteers to help with
installation of the trees.

The Community Senior Center (CSC) has an active pickleball community. We are discussing with
the CSC players ways they might support this project such as monitoring maintenance, offering
lessons and more.

The Richmond Elementary School (RES) physical education program uses Browns Court Park for
a variety of classes. The Physical Education teacher currently teaches a unit on pickleball, using
a makeshift taped off court in the gym. The elementary students would have access to the
courts (based on a mutually agreed upon schedule with the Town) for pickleball. RES students
are learning lifelong healthy beneficial recreation skills and access to local pickleball courts
would expand on that.

We are in the process of applying for a grant from USA Pickleball for paddles and balls. The
Richmond Free Library (RFL) has agreed to store and lend out the materials to the

community, if the grant is awarded. This would allow all interested Richmond citizens to try the
game without having to purchase pickleball equipment. They have a similar lending program
with snowshoes.

Financial Information

The funds are requested in one lump sum.

This is a Town of Richmond project, therefore the Town financial officer will handle all the
financial procedures.

Itemized Budget based on cost estimates

From Gardeners Supply Company
60 trees @ approx S 90 S5400

Delivery S 100



$5,500

Richmond Hardware

2 100 ft hoses @ approx $100 each $200

Pettinelli and Associates

2 6 ‘park benches @ $612 each S1224
1 square picnic table w 3 seats (1 side accessible) $1,263
Shipping for benches and table™ S 916.07
Installation of equipment $1,250
$4,653.07
Matt Cross - Concrete pads for benches and table $2,750
Total requested for amenities to the pickleball courts : $12,703.07

We will submit documentation of costs covered by the funds work within four months of
completion, including photos. We could perhaps arrange a pickleball demonstration for your
committee too!

Long-term Plans

The Town of Richmond is the owner of Browns Court Park and the pickleball courts. The Town
will maintain the general area as they do at all of our three parks. The tree warden will be
monitoring the health of the arborvitae trees.

Local pickleball clubs and pickleball enthusiasts are being recruited to help manage the
schedule and do minor maintenance such as sweeping and net repair. Players will be asked to
report any major maintenance needs to the Town.

Other plans for Browns Court that have been approved by the Selectboard and the DRB include
upgrading the parking lot, installing a bike rack, adding a kiosk and building a shed for pickleball
equipment and town maintenance needs. These plans will be implemented when the funds



become available. There are plans to upgrade the softball fields with new benches, repaired
backstop and improved field surface. Plans for a bocce court have also been approved by the
DRB, but at this time, bocce is not included in the timeline.



