












Assistant to the Town Manager <dwardwell@richmondvt.gov>

LoI ACF Committee
1 message

Julian Portilla <julianportilla2@gmail.com> Fri, May 12, 2023 at 4:40 PM
To: jarneson@richmondvt.gov, dwardwell@richmondvt.gov

Dear Mr. Arneson,

 

My name is Julian Por�lla.  I live at 148 Hidden Pines Circle in Richmond.  I’m wri�ng to express my interest in par�cipa�ng on
the Andrews Community Forest commi�ee.  I’m an avid hiker, biker and nature lover.  My wife and I enjoy hiking in the ACF
throughout the year.  I’m also a mediator with over 20 years experience of bringing people together to discuss complex issues.  I
have followed the discussions on the ACF and find myself concerned over the impact that the disagreements on how to manage
the ACF will have on the rela�onships between members of our community who feel passionately about conserva�on, recrea�on
and the trade-offs that each require. 

I believe there is actually a great deal of common ground among those involved and I would like to contribute to the process
highligh�ng common concerns and proposals to make decisions that will benefit our community. 

I also think that local par�cipa�on in civic du�es is the best way to maintain a strong and healthy democracy.  While issues at the
na�onal level can feel distant and daun�ng, engaging neighbors and fellow residents of Richmond feels like a useful contribu�on
to the health of our local government and sense of community. 

Please consider my par�cipa�on in the commi�ee.

 

Sincerely,

Julian Por�lla

c. 802 399 0241

https://www.google.com/maps/search/148+Hidden+Pines+Circle?entry=gmail&source=g






 

I am submitting my request to serve a second term on the Andrews Community Forest Committee. If 

allowed to serve another term, I would continue to leverage my professional background in stakeholder 

engagement and communications in support of equitable implementation of the town’s management 

plan. As when I joined the committee, my intent remains to manage the forest as a community-held 

asset – a valuable shared parcel that creates benefit for all Richmond residents, the management of 

which reflects the varied ways in which residents value our local forest. 

My career currently focuses on stakeholder engagement related to sustainable energy. I’ve previously 

worked in environmental education, done work related to urban forest management, and completed a 

graduate fellowship related to environmental management strategies. I’m grateful to have the 

opportunity to leverage my experience in these domains to steward this public resource.  

 

Nick Neverisky 

nickneverisky@gmail.com 


