
Renewing Richmond’s 

Conservation Reserve Fund
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An 18-year successful track 

record at protecting water 

and air quality, biodiversity, 

working farms and forests, 

outdoor recreation, historic 

resources and education.

▪ Established by voters 2005

▪ Last Renewed by voters 2022 (Yes – 839; No – 245)



The Question on Australian Ballot
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Article 5. Shall the Town of Richmond vote 
to approve funding the Conservation 

Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the 
municipal tax rate in the 2023-2024 

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian 
ballot)



Information Sheet

www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023

http://www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023


CRF Funded Projects
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Recent Projects

▪ Rivershore Trail Improvements

▪ Emerald Ash Borer Control

▪ Bombardier Parking Engineering

▪ Beeken Preserve Riverside Bench

▪ Andrews Forest Trails

▪ Gillett Pond Dam Replacement

www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023

http://www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023


▪ “Protect priority natural areas in order to maintain the health and 

function of those areas and their ecosystem services.”

▪ “Preserve healthy and resilient working lands, agricultural soils.”

▪ “Maintain Richmond’s rural character and scenic beauty.”

▪ “Utilize best management practices for Richmond-owned, publicly 

accessible natural and recreational areas.”

▪ “Utilize the conservation reserve fund to protect important

natural resources and public access to them where appropriate”
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The CRF Advances Town Plan Priorities



Funding 

▪ Financed by 1 cent on the tax rate.

▪Anticipated FY 2024 yield: $48,300.

▪ Taxpayer cost $10 for every $100,000 

of assessed value.



400% Return on Taxpayer Funding 

To date:  

▪ CRF grants: $   522,739

▪ Additional $ generated:   $2,062,533

LEVERAGE: $1 CRF brought in $3.94
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2022 Projects

Upcoming - 2023

Expert Panel Workshop: Balancing Conservation, and Trail-Based Recreation

6-8 PM, March 15, Richmond Free Library

CRF Allocations Sponsor Description CRF Match

2
0
2
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Riverside Trail Work Town of Richmond

Replace failing 

bridges on 

hiking/biking trail

$9,500 

Emerald Ash Borer 

Control
Town of Richmond

Mill and process for 

firewood downed ash 

trees

$5,500 

Bombardier 

Engineering Study
Richmond Land Trust

Improve parking 

options and river 

access

$625 

Beeken Preserve 

Riverside Bench
Richmond Land Trust

Co-fund Gary 

Beckwith’s bench 

installation project

$300 $250 

Andrews Forest Trail 

Review
Town of Richmond

Check in summer for 

rare plants along 

proposed trails

$3,590 

Gillett Pond Richmond Land Trust Replace aging dam $150,000 $700,000 



Gillett Pond Work in Progress

Wood for Good



The Question on Australian Ballot
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Article 5. Shall the Town of Richmond vote 
to approve funding the Conservation 

Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the 
municipal tax rate in the 2023-2024 

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian 
ballot)



Questions / Comments?
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Judy Rosovsky, RCC Chair: Judy.Rosovsky@vermont

mailto:Judy.Rosovsky@vermont.gov

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

