2.4.26   meeting memo
#4.  At the SB meeting of 1/21/26, there were a number of attendees who felt that the FLU map presented by the TPSC and PC placed too much of Richmond’s rural land into the “Rural: Conservation” designation, and would affect their personal property negatively.  
Our map was generated by members of the TPSC working with members of the Conservation Commission, the ACFC, and other interested parties working on land use issues, to add 6 of the ANR natural resource overlays onto the new CCRPC map in order to understand where our resources are.  As one of the statutory goals found in 24 VSA 4302[c][5]  is to “identify, protect and preserve important natural and historic features of the Vermont landscape…” we felt that adding these features to our FLU map would give us a better idea of where we needed to develop carefully such that the resources might be preserved for future generations.  
After hearing from the crowd that most would accept the new CCRPC map without the overlays, the SB voted to replace our map with version 2.0 of the CCRPC FLU map (no overlays). When asked, I responded “yes” to the question of whether the PC and the TPSC would accept this change, feeling that the CCRPC went part way along the road to identifying and protecting our resources; was an improvement over our 2018 “fuzzy” map, and would allow us to move forward with adopting the Plan.  At our meeting on 2/4/26, I am hoping that the PC will affirm this to be the case.  
In rereading 24 VSA 4385  “Adoption and amendment of plans,” we found that a report from the PC endorsing the change the SB made must be submitted back to the SB, who will then hold a final hearing on the Plan before it is adopted as a town-wide ballot item on March 3rd.  An affirmative public vote on the 3rd counts as the final approval for the Plan.  We are proposing to the SB that,  at their meeting on February 17th, they review our report and the small number of wording changes necessitated by their change to the CCRPC  map, and confirm that this is the final draft of the Plan 
The Planning Commission report, a redline version of the necessary edits, and a clean copy of the final Plan draft are listed in the “meeting materials” for our meeting tonight.    
Virginia Clarke
Chair, Richmond Planning Commission 

