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Vision Connection: We will strengthen resilience through sustainable
energy practices that reduce costs, lower emissions, and prepare

Richmond for climate challenges.
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@ Who is helped? Who is harmed? @ Who is missing?

Things to consider from the State of Vermaont Climate Council's Guiding Principles for a Just Transition:
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: - T (‘ Investments, policies, administration, and oversight
All recommendations directly identify and suppaort . ‘ P A Sig
relevant impacted and frontfine mm}rfﬂunitiefp E tackle the needs of impacted people first, providing the

“ greatest benefits of transitions to these communities.
Future climate goals must be broad for the well-
being of all Vermonters and include targeted Where plans and policies create burdens, these burdens
Ly strategies for different groups that take into are shifted away from impacted communities
/ account their specific histories, sociocultural and '

ecaonomic realities.
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Looking Ahead

The Goals and Actionghat follow outline how Richmond will continue working toward its

housing targetsover the life of this plan. Additional strategies that can be employedo

facilitate the creation of more affordable and diverse housing options in Richmonchn be
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Richmond Housing Report(Seethe Data and Additional InformationAppendixfor the
Strategic Housing Plarand additional housing data.)
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Vision Connection: We will improve access through safe, sustainable
transportation options while enhancing the walkable village character
that residents value.
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RICHMOND TOWN PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

commissions, and staff to promote greater
collaboration, communication and efficiency.

Planning
Commission,
Planning Staff

Technical Goal, Action Language Primary Time
Plan Action Party
Community 11 Create a contingency to replace SNAP Selectboard Short
Development benefits iffwhen they lose federal funding. Term
(CD)
CD 1.2 Continue to support the Richmond Food Shelf | Town Ongoing
and Thrift Store with anything they reasonably | Administration,
need to provide low or no cost food and Selectboard,
clothing to those needing this service Town-wide
CD 1.3 When revision zoning, find new options to Planning Ongoing
permit non-traditional housing types and Commission,
encourage the development of new business Planning
ventures during zoning regulation updates Department,
Selectboard
CD 1.4 Ensure town policies and regulations work Selectboard Ongoing
together with public health programs and
resources within and beyond Richmond.
CD 15 Consider ways to support Richmond Market & | Selectboard, Ongoing
Beverage in their expansion to include a Planning
pharmacy. Commission,
Townwide
CD 1.6 Consider ways of increasing opportunities for Selectboard, On-
childcare providers, including supporting Library staff going
programs like the Youth Librarian and
investigate a municipal property tax benefit for
those providing childcare.
CD 1.7 Continuing public use of municipal buildings Selectboard, Ongoing
and grounds, including spaces such as the Library staff,
Community Room, and Volunteers Green for Town-wide.
events like the Richmond Farmers Market,
Holiday Market, book sale, and other
accessible shopping opportunities.
CD 2.1 Sustain open and transparent communication | Town Ongoing
channels via established platforms such as Administration,
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Front Porch MMCTV
Forum, Times Ink!, and MMCTV. Actively
publicize opportunities for participation and
volunteering, including Livestreaming meeting
through MMCTV and YouTube.
CD 2.2 Continue to ensure full compliance with Selectboard, all | Ongoing
Ver mont 6s Open Meet i n(committees,
boards and commissions.
CD 2.3 Look at ways to align efforts of town boards, Selectboard, Ongoing
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CD 2.4 Ensure the town website is kept up to date Town Ongoing
and designed in a manner which is user- Administration
friendly and easily accessible as a reference
resource
CD 25 Uphold the townés i ncl Selectboard Ongoing
municipal workplaces, boards, commissions,
and media outlets.
CD 2.6 Acknowledge and celebrate volunteer Town Ongoing
contributions through formal recognition and Administration
promotional efforts on the website and on
social media (if agreeable).
CD 3.1 Collaborate with landowners willing to provide | Selectboard, Ongoing
public access to privately held natural and Conservation
open space areas. Committee,
Richmond Land
Trust
CD 3.2 Assist the Richmond Land Trust and Vermont | Selectboard, Ongoing
Land Trust in efforts to conserve natural Conservation
resources that allow for public recreational Committee
use.
CD 3.3 Require collaboration among the Trails Selectboard, Ongoing
Committee, Andrews Community Forest Planning
Committee, Conservation Commission, Commission
Planning Commission. Encourage
collaboration with relevant regional
organizations, including through a dedicated
outreach staff position if funding can be made
available.
CD 3.4 Develop and distribute materials that Selectboard, Ongoing
encourage responsible and safe enjoyment of | Conservation
Ri chmondés natur al ar ¢ Committee
maps, informational kiosks, enhanced parking,
improved access, and signage. Post notices of
events on social channels
CD 3.5 Support established outdoor recreation Selectboard, Ongoing
venues such as Cochr af Trails
Chittenden County Fish & Game, the Andrews | Committee
Community Forest and the local trail network.
CD 3.6 Endorse and support programs and Selectboard, Ongoing
opportunities for outdoor recreation, including | Conservation
access to the Winooski River, swimming, Committee,
cross-country skiing, skating, mountain biking, | parking Advisory
and more. Establish recreational parking Committee
areas when feasible.
CD 4.1 Consider adding a town Selectboard Ongoing
outreach/communications role to coordinate
and communicate town government,
recreational matters, as well as plan and
promote community events on all
communications channels.
CD 4.2 Promote arts and cultural events for residents | Selectboard, Short
and visitors on all communications channels. Townwide Term
CD 4.3 Continue to seek funding options for new Selectboard, Ongoing

recreation and engagement programs.

Administration
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CD

4.4

Support outdoor recreation opportunities and
programs that include canoe access on the
Winooski River, swimming, cross country
skiing, skating, mountain biking, etc.

TownWide

Ongoing

CD

4,1

Support arts and cultural programming and
opportunities for residents and visitors

TownWide

Ongoing

CD

4,2

Explore the creation of a town community
outreach and recreation staff position

Recreation
Committee

Short
Term

CD

43

Identify possible methods of funding further
recreation and community engagement
opportunities

Recreation
Committee

Short
term

CD

4,4

Ensure zoning allows sustainable recreational
businesses and projects on public and private
land, such as community centers and
performance spaces.

Planning
Commission,
Selectboard

Short
Term

CD

51

Support public health initiatives within and
beyond Richmond by maintaining policies and
resources that facilitate the operation and
development of critical facilities and programs.
Enhanced public health infrastructure can be
achieved through a Health in All Policies
approach. The American Public Health
Associationds Health
contains examples of how local governments
can support health.

Selectboard

Ongoing

CD

5.2

Continue to collaborate with the Howard
Center, the Vermont Department of Health,
and other public health providers, to promote
resources and initiatives aimed at addressing
substance abuse, as well as other significant
issues such as domestic violence.

Selectboard

Ongoing

CD

5.3

Work with the Vermont Department of Health
to conduct health impact assessments when
considering the potential effects of any major
proposed policy, plan, program or project to
judge the health outcomes in Richmond and
the distribution of those effects within the
population.

Selectboard,
Health Officer

Short
Term

CD

6.1

Improve the planning and zoning process

Planning staff,
ZAO, Planning
Commission,
DRB

Ongoing

CD

6.2

Create a place to gather
issues/concerns/complaints about how the
town conducts matters. Implement action
plans to explain to residents how processes
work now and how they can be improved.

Administration

Ongoing

Economic
Development
(ED)

11

Encourage formation of an independent

volunteer group to conduct regular business
visits, gather feedback, and serve as liaison
between businesses and town government.

Townwide

Ongoing

ED

1.2

Explore and develop ways to encourage
recreational visitors to spend time and money
in the village center, such as directional
signhage at recreation access points, visitor

Selectboard,
Townwide

Ongoing
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information materials highlighting local
businesses, and collaboration with
recreational organizations.

ED 1.3 Use local businesses for municipal purchases | Administration, | Ongoing
of goods and services whenever feasible. Selectboard

ED 14 Continue to renew Ri cl Planning Short
designation when required and utilize state Department, Term
and federal tax credits for building Administration
rehabilitation, access to funding priority, and
state programs that promote economic
development.

ED 2.1 Research and implement strategies to Town-Wide Ongoing
increase local food production and purchasing
at both municipal and community levels.

ED 2.2 Explore regulatory means of supporting the Planning Ongoing
viability of farm and forest-based land uses. Commission

ED 3.1 Continue to update zoning regulations to allow | Planning Ongoing
mixed-use development, commercial zones, Commission
and business-supportive land uses while
protecting working lands.

Education (K) | 1.1 Continue supporting pi1n MMUSD, Town | Ongoing
and seek opportuniti egdWide
particularly for priva
providers.

Ed 1.2 Encourage coll abor at i ¢ MMUSD, Towan | Ongoing
and Regional partner s | Wide
i mprove programs and i

Ed 1.3 Support arts, techni cdMMUSD, Town | Ongoing
focused programs t hat | Wide
engagement and wor kfo

Ed 1.4 Promote professional (¢(MMUSD, Towa | Long
opportunities, especi g Wide Term
i nstruction and emergi

Ed 15 Provide education pr o(Richmond State | Long
solve probl ems caused|representative, | Term

MMUUSD,
TownWide,
Vermont Dept.
of Public Health

Ed 1.6 Continue to support t I Selectboard, Ongoing
such as the communi ty |Library Trustees
the Radi ate Art space
recreational and educ3i

Ed 1.7 Promote partnershi ps \ Selectboard, Ongoing
and nonprofit organi zgLibrary
educational and enricl
beyond the classroom

Ed 2.1 Evaluate opportuniti egMMUUSD, Ongoing
routes and reduce c¢os i Richmond

Climate Action
Committee

Ed 2.2 Explore the use of el ¢ MMUUSD, Long
smal |l er vehicles, and |Richmond Term
design Support the |
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the educational system.

Selectboard

opportunities. Climate Action
Committee

Ed 2.3 | mprove multi modal tr §Selectboard, Long
students, including s i Highway Term
i mprovements and i ncr ¢Department,
school buses to reducfqRichmond
increased sustainabi |l i|climate Action

Committee,
Townwide

Ed 3.1 Support use of school | Selecthoard, Ongoing
events, adult educat i ¢ Townwide,
programmi ng and emer g{MMUUSD
coll aborate with MMUU S}
access.

Ed 3.2 Support investment i n|MMUUSD Ongoing
community infrastruct (Richmond
mai nt enance and i mpr o\ Climate Action
emphasis on ener gy c¢c 01l Commitee

Ed 3.3 Coordinate emergency ¢ MMUUSD, Long
energy efficiency upg?nRichmond Term
enhancement s. Climate Action

Committee

Ed 3.4 Support Richmond EI e mg¢ Selectboard, Ongoing
Hump school s in pur sui Highway
or other barriers to I Department,
visibility and incr easmMMUUSD
regul ation guidance aft
grant or funding sour(

Ed 3.5 Compare 2018 Stor mwat ¢ Planning Ongoing
2025 stormwater i nfr agDepartment,
and CHMS to deter mi ne | TownWide
steps to be taken to i
stor mwater and snowmel
necessary or chil deen
outdoors such as the

Ed 4.1 Participate in state and regional discussions Richmond State | Ongoing
on new school district boundaries and Representative
governance.

Ed 4.2 Support MMUUSD forums, outreach, and MMUUSD Short
public engagement to keep residents informed | School Board Term
and involved.

Ed 4.3 Monitor how regional consolidation may affect | Richmond State | Long
enrollment, facilities, and shared impacts with | Representative, | Term
neighboring towns and how these changes MMUUSD
may relate to Richmon g SchoolBoard
planning opportunities and long term
strategies.

Ed 4.4 When revising land use regulations and Planning Long
capital budgets, consider changes occurring in | Commission, Term
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Emergency 1.1 Continued systemic upgrades of undersized Highway, Long
Resilience culverts and drainage systems with town Selectboard, Term
(ER) budget where possible and FEMA assistance | Administration

where necessary for larger projects prioritized

by the Town Road Forman.

ER 12 Align with the state level Vermont Resilience Highway, Long
Implementation Strategy by adopting climate | Selectboard, Term
resilient infrastructure design standards for all | Planning
municipal public work projects, requiring Commission.
roads, culverts and bridges to incorporate
design standards based on climate projections
(50 to 100 year storm intervals plus climate
change factors) rather than historical data
alone.

ER 1.3 Require emergency services approval for all Selectboard, Short
new development to ensure safe access for Planning Term
emergency vehicles, with special Commission, E
consideration for steep, narrow or winding a1
access routes. Coordinator,

Fire Department

ER 1.4 Explore administrative support options to Town Short
reduce FEMA paperwork burden on Town Administration, | Term
Road Forman so they can focus on Selectboard
infrastructure construction and maintenance.

ER 15 Work with the Vermont Department of Planning Long
Environmental Conservation (DEC) Rivers Commission Term
Program to develop river corridor protection
zoning as established by ACT 121 and based
on DEC created mapping. This will likely be a
requirement by 2028.

ER 1.6 Continue to strictly regulate development in Zoning Ongoing
the Special Flood Hazard Area Administrator,

Development
Review Board,
Planning
Commission

ER 2.1 Establish a Community Resilience Hub by Selectboard, Long
designating and hardening a community Library Term
facility (Town Center, Library, or other suitable
location) with backup power, secure potable
water access, and redundant communications
to serve as cooling centers during extreme
heat events and warming/charging centers
during prolonged winter power outages.

ER 2.2 Consider establishing a volunteer Town Selectboard, Long
Emergency Coordinator position to coordinate | Townwide Term

volunteer networks, emergency
communications and
Emergency Operations Staff during disasters.

WO [
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ER 2.3 Address emerging climate hazards by Selectboard, Long
developing an Extreme Heat Response Plan Emergency Term
with voluntary registry and wellness check Management
protocols for vulnerable residents. Adopt a Director
Community Wildfire Protection Plan with
defensible space education.

ER 2.4 Improve emergency shelter accessibility by Selectboard, Long
developing sheltering plans for resident south | Emergency Term
of the Winooski River when flooding isolates Management
them from designated ¢ Director
Hump Middle School and creating domestic
animal sheltering during disasters.

ER 25 Update the local Emergency Management Emergency Ongoing
Pl an to reflect Ri chm¢Management
vulnerabilities and recent disaster experience. | Director
Develop flood specific evacuation procedures
for residents south of the Winooski River,
multi-day power outages, and formal
integration of community partners like Front
Porch Forum and local organizations into
emergency response procedures.

ER 3.1 Consider establishing a voter approved Selectboard, Long
Disaster Mitigation and Recovery Fund Town Treasurer | Term
capitalized by dedicated annual appropriations
to provide stable local matching funds for
federal grants (FEMA Hazard Mitigation
Assistance, PROTECT Program) and cover
non-reimbursable disaster expenses to avoid
emergency tax increases as occurred in 2026.

ER 3.2 Align local planning and capital improvement Selectboard, Long
decisions with the Vermont Resilience Highway Term
Implementation Strategy to maximize eligibility | Department.
for state and federal funding opportunities.

Utilize the Transportation Resilience Planning
Tool (TRPT) to prioritize road and bridge
vulnerability project for PROTECT Program
planning.

ER 3.3 Complete geomorphic assessments for the Conservation Mid
Winooski River and implement river corridor Commission, Term
protection measures as part of nature base Planning
flood mitigation solutions. Coordinate with Department,

CCRCP and neighboring municipalities on Planning
watershed wide resilience planning. Commission.

ER 3.4 Strengthen regional emergency coordination Selectboard, Mid
by updating mutual aid agreements with Emergency Term
neighboring first responders. Participate in Management
regional resiliency planning initiative with Director

CCRCP and Vermont Emergency

Management.

O NALE 1D 1]




L

Energy (E) 1.1 Continue to refine the zoning ordinance to Planning Ongoing
refl ect ismart gr owt h{ Commission
development concentrated in the village,
neighborhoods, downtown, and central mixed-
use areas to reduce vehicle miles travelled.

E 1.2 Encourage walking and biking by providing Planning Ongoing
safe and convenient bike/ped infrastructure Commission,
such as bike lanes and sidewalks. Highway

Department,
Selectboard

E 1.3 Devel op and support i (Planning Ongoing

fishare the roadod pol i ¢Commission,
Selectboard,
Highway
Department.

E 1.4 Devel op and support i (¢Richmond Ongoing
fishare the roado pol i ¢Climate Action

Committee

E 15 Support the electrification of vehicles by Planning Mid
requiring and/or providing private and public Commission Term
EV charging stations whenever possible
through zoning, advocating for compliance
with Residential and Commercial Energy
Standards requirements for EV charging, and
other mechanisms; and adding prominent
signage.

E 1.6 Support the electrification of vehicles by Richmond Mid
requiring and/or providing private and public Climate Action Term
EV charging stations whenever possible Committee
through zoning, advocating for compliance
with Residential and Commercial Energy
Standards requirements for EV charging, and
other mechanisms; and adding prominent
sighage.

E 1.7 Allow charging stations wherever there is Planning Ongoing
parking and update sign standards Commission

E 1.8 Consider energy efficiency and electrification Selectboard, Ongoing
when planning for and purchasing municipal Police
vehicles, recognizing there may be limited Department
options at this time for heavy duty vehicles
and vehicles for first responders.

E 1.9 Consider energy efficiency and electrification Town Long
when planning for and purchasing municipal Administration Term
vehicles, recognizing there may be limited
options at this time for heavy duty vehicles
and vehicles for first responders.

E 1.10 Consider energy efficiency and electrification Energy Long
when planning for and purchasing municipal Coordinator, Term
vehicles, recognizing there may be limited Richmond
options at this time for heavy duty vehicles Climate Action
and vehicles for first responders. Committee

E 2.1 Endorse and support Vermont Residential Planning Ongoing
Building Energy Standards and Commercial Commission,
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Building Energy Standards, mandated by state
law, require all new construction, renovations,
alterations and repairs to meet specific energy
conservation and efficiency measures, and
require developers, to self-certify correctly.

Zoning
Administrator,
DRB

projects.

E 2.2 Identify conservation and efficiency Town Center Ongoing
opportunities in municipal buildings and Building and
facilities and act on them whenever they arise. | Campus
Prioritize energy efficiency when renovating or | Committee,
upgrading buildings. Develop a plan for Energy
financing efficiency upgrades to our Town Coordinator
Center building that is acceptable to voters.
E 2.3 Promote energy conservation practices and Energy Ongoing
efficiencies among all municipal employees. Coordinator,
Town
Administration
E 2.4 Support and utilize community resources and Energy Ongoing
partners such as Efficiency Vermont and the Coordinator,
EAN Energy Dashboard. Richmond
Climate Action
Committee
E 25 Support educational activities such as town Richmond Short
energy fairs, literature distribution and energy | Climate Action | Term
committee activities that provide residents with | Committee
information about energy conservation and
renewable heating options such as air-source
heat pumps, ground source heat pumps,
advanced wood-burning, battery storage
optons,and programs such
renewable surcharge.
E 2.6 Coordinate with Efficiency Vermont, Vermont Energy Ongoing
Gas and the state Weatherization Assistance Coordinator,
Program to describe and promote these Richmond
programs through the town website. Climate Action
Committee
E 3.1 Update land use regulations to include Planning Long
permitting steps, development parameters, Commission, Term
standards, aesthetic values, and mitigation Planning
requirements specific to renewable energy Department
projects
E 3.2 Require that renewable energy generation Planning Ongoing
facilities not take place in areas with known Commission,
constraints and explore alternatives to and Conservation
then mitigate adverse impacts in areas with Committee
possible constraints, as identified in the
constraints section of this plan (see Table C3
in Data and Additional Information). In
determining whether known or possible
constraints are present, on-site field
verification should be conducted.
E 3.3 Designate specific locations as preferred sites | Planning Short
for the siting of net-metered solar generation Commission Term
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E 3.4 Continue to participate in and promote net- Selectboard, Short

metering arrangements whenever possible. Energy Term
Coordinator.
Townwide

E 3.5 Ensure that the long-term management plan Andrews Short
for the Town Forest allows for sustainable Community Term,
energy production for the benefit of the town, Forest Ongoing
such as sustainable biomass harvesting Committee
(firewood).

E 3.6 Investigate grid constraints when considering Planning Short
renewable energy facilities. Commission, Term

Selectboard

E 3.7 Consider renewable energy to offset municipal | Energy Ongoing

energy use. Coordinator,
Selectboard

E 4.1 Reappoint a Town Energy Coordinator Selectboard, Ongoing
whenever the position becomes vacant. Townwide

E 4.2 Develop an energy action plan for the Town to | Richmond Ongoing
implement the energy goals and actions in this | Climate Action
plan and assist with evaluating investments in | Committee
energy efficiency and renewable energy
opportunities that benefit the town.

E 4.3 Ensure that actions and policies meet equity Energy Long
goals of the Vermont Climate Co u n c i | 6 | Coordinator Term,
fGui dance for a Just Ongoing
increasing burdens for low income, disabled,
or other vulnerable residents.

E 4.4 Maintain energy consumption and emissions Energy Short
data for municipal buildings and vehicles to Coordinator Term
analyze efficiency and evaluate costs and
benefits of investments in reduction of fossil-
fuel usage.

E 4.5 Educate the community on energy efficiency, Richmond Ongoing
energy conservation and renewable energy Climate Action
technologies and techniques. Committee,

Energy
Coordinator

E 4.6 Assist the Town with applying for grants and Energy Short
incentives to reduce energy use and increase | Coordinator Term
the use of renewable energy

E 4.7 Update the 2007 Town of Richmond Energy Richmond Ongoing
Conservation Policy. Climate Action

Committee,
Energy

Coordinator
Selectboard

Future Land 1.1 Invest in municipal infrastructure Selectboard, Short

Use (FLU) improvements that allow for new development | Water and Term
where appropriate Sewer

Commission,
Planning
Commission
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FLU 1.2 Create policies that encourage residential Planning Mid
development, including affordable housing, Commission, Term
especially in areas of existing municipal Housing
services. Committee

FLU 1.3 Revise zoning to fully align with Acts 47 and Planning Short
181. Commission Term

FLU 14 When revising the zoniPlanning Mid
guidelines and Vermont Conservation Design | Commission, Term
recommendations such as clustering of Planning
housing, and road and driveway length Department
restrictions to inform development in the rural
areas

FLU 15 Utilize the new statewide land use framework | Planning Long
in zoning revisions to refine the mapping of Commission, Term
areas designated for development and those Planning
designated for conservation in order to Department
preserve the scenic and historic qualities of
Richmond

FLU 1.6 Update zoning regulations to ensure adequate | Planning Short
review standards for projects in the Tier 1B Commission Term
Overlay District, as Tier 1B exempts smaller
housing projects in the village core from Act
250 review.

FLU 2.1 Continue to uphold regulations that protect DRB, ZAO, Short
areas that are prone to inundation flooding, Planning Term
fluvial erosion or washouts, such as floodplain, | Commission
river corridors, steep slopes and soils prone to
erosion.

FLU 2.2 Update the zoning regulations to manage Planning Mid
development in sensitive or high priority Commission, Term
natural areas as mapped by the Agency of Conservation
Natural Resources including the Landscape, Commission
Community and Species Level features of
Vermont Conservation Design and other
professional assessments such as Science to
Action.

FLU 2.3 Update zoning regulations with river corridor Planning Mid
zoning standards based on Agency of Natural | Commission, Term
Resources mapping and recommendations. Planning

Department,
Conservation
Commission

FLU 2.4 Encourage land conservation to help meet Act | Conservation Long
596s goal of 30% of V¢ Commission, Term
by 2030. Richmond Land

Trust

FLU 25 Update zoning regulations to allow for Planning Mid
commercial activities that will help ensure the | Commission Term
viability of working agricultural and forest
lands, and Resource-based recreation areas

FLU 2.6 I ncorpor abhasédas alr et i q Conservation Long
Vermont Climate Action Plan into zoning Commission, Term
revisions whenever possible Planning

Commission
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Historic 1.1 Protect and preserve the Round Church by Selectboard, Ongoing

Resources continuing to provide liability and property and | Highway

(HR) property insurance as well as routine grounds | Department
maintenance

HR 1.2 Plan funding and implementation of major Richmond Ongoing
renovations as needed to preserve historical Historical
integrity and enhance Round Church the Society Board of
property Directors,

Selectboard

HR 1.3 Protect, preserve and continue to fully utilize Town Center Ongoing

the Town Center and Library buildings. Building and
Campus
Committee,
Administration,
Library staff

HR 1.4 Encourage the preservation and utilization of Town-Wide, Ongoing
privately owned buildings of historic Historical
significance within the town Society

HR 15 Reapply for the State of Vermont Agency of Planning Short
Commerce and Communi t Yy Commission, Term
Village Center Designation Selectboard

HR 1.6 Revise the Town website to include a list of Historical Short
Ri ¢ h mo n d-G@isd nationally recognized Society, Town Term
historic sites as well as links to historic Administration
preservation resources that could help owners
to manage these properties so as to preserve
their integrity

HR 1.7 Work with the Planning Commission to ensure | Planning Short
that town regulations allow for historic Commission, Term
interpretive signage and historic markers and Planning
develop and install historic signage and/or QR | pepartment,
codes linking to historic information on Historical
relevant sites. Society

HR 1.8 Develop a walking and/or driving tour of the Historical Short
Towndés historic sites | Society Term
lists and QR codes on the website.

HR 2.1 Oversee regular maintenance of the grounds, | Historical Ongoing
public access routes and grave markers at the | Society,

Townds two historic c¢Cemetery
Cemetery on Bridge Street and the Hill (or Trustees
Faybés Corner) Cemeter\y
Cemetery Road.

HR 2.2 Create and preserve digital files of all Town Town Long
cemetery listings, including images of Administration, | Term
gravesite markers as well as burial records Cemetery
and coordinate with the Find-A-Grave Commission,
organization, which reports that more than Historical
90% of the grave mar k‘Society
cemeteries have been photographed by their
owners.

HR 2.3 When archaeological sites or artifacts are Historical Long
discovered during Town or State projects Society Term

requiring an archaeological resource review,
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document the material and assess
preservation options

HR 3.1 Continue to publicize and provide space for Library Staff Ongoing
Richmond history programs and displays
sponsored by the Richmond Historical Society
and Richmond Community Senior Center,
among others, and continue to support and
advertise public events that have become
local cultural traditions

HR 3.2 Update the Town websi {Historical Short
page with information about recent town Society, Town Term
history provided in t I Administration
and Additional information Appendix.

HR 3.3 Develop a plan to digitally preserve fragile Town Long
public records, such as land records and birth, | Administration, | Term
marriage and death records dating back to the | Historical
late 18" and 19t centuries Society

HR 3.4 Continue to pursue funding to obtain high- Richmond Ongoing
quality equipment and a paid assistant to Historical
properly digitize the | SocietyBoardof
collection Directors

HR 3.5 Find secure, climate-controlled storage Town Center Long
locations for historic cultural assets not stored | Building and Term
in the Town Vault Campus

Committee

HR 3.6 Get a solid commitment from the Town Selectboard, Short
Selectboard to recognize the Archives as a Richmond Term
permanent, notoptional,par t of t h{ Historical
resources. Society Board of

Directors

Housing (H) 1.1 When updating zoning regulations, they Planning Ongoing
continue to expand opportunities for Commission
development of a variety of housing types, for
example, allowing mixed residential and
commercial use, higher unit density, or unique
accessory housing in appropriate districts.

H 1.2 Support discussions that consider Housing Ongoing
infrastructure investment that facilitates the Committee,
development of new/improved housing stock, Planning
such as extending the water/wastewater Commission,
infrastructure to support the development and | \water and
long-term growth of housing. Sewer

Commission

H 1.3 Continue to support the growth and mission of | Planning Ongoing
the Richmond Housing Committee and Commission,
promote discussion of its Strategic Housing Selectboard
Plan.

H 1.4 Encourage concentrated residential Planning Short
development in areas identified for growth as Commission, Term
recommended in the Future Land Use Maps Housing
through infill strategies such as ADUs, multi- Committee

family housing, and an increase in the
allowable building height.
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H 15 Work to revise zoning and subdivision Planning Long
application forms to present regulations and Commission Term
internal policy requirements clearly in a
transparent and user-friendly manner. Include
basic information about processes and
timelines to educate applicants from the start.

H 2.1 Create policies that encourage affordable Planning Ongoing
housing development in accordance with and | Commission,
extending beyond state mandates. Selectboard

H 2.2 Support the continued development and long- | Housing Ongoing
term success of Riverview Commons by Committee
maintaining communication with residents and
the owner to understand the needs of this
neighborhood.

H 2.3 Collaborate with and support the work of the Housing Mid
Richmond Racial Equity group to engage with | Committee Term
underserved communities to understand and
support their housing needs.

H 2.4 Foster broader community support for Housing Ongoing
affordable housing through education and Committee
outreach to homeowners, landowners,
business owners, for-profit housing
developers, and town representatives.

H 2.5 Investigate the creation of a housing trust fund | Housing Short
to support eligible affordable housing projects | Committee, Term
or land acquisitions. Potential funding sources | Selectboard
could include donations, registration fees,
small budget allocations, or other creative
mechanisms to be determined.

H 2.6 Explore a partnership with non-profit Housing Long
affordable housing developers such as Habitat | Committee, Term
for Humanity, Champlain Housing Trust Fund, | Planning
or Cathedral Square to support the Department
development of future community projects
when opportunities arise.

H 2.7 Pursue planning or implementation grants for Housing Ongoing
the creation of affordable housing through Department,
agencies such as the Department of Housing Planning
& Community Development, Vermont Housing | pepartment
& Conservation Board, and other sources.

H 3.1 At least annually, generate informational Housing Short
documents for Richmond residents Committee Term
highlighting state or federal programs that
provide financial assistance or tax
benefits for home improvements or alterations.

H 3.2 When applicable, organize community Housing Ongoing
educational events with invited guests from Committee

relevant government and non-governmental
agencies about new or existing financial
assistance programs for homeowners,
landlords, renters, and developers. Examples
of relevant agencies include the Vermont
Housing Finance Agency and the Department
of Housing and Community Development.
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Natural 1.1 Develop and maintain GIS-based maps of Planning Mid
Resources sensitive natural areas and conservation Department, Term
(NR) priorities to inform zoning map revisions and Conservation

land use regulation decisions. Commission

NR 1.2 Define Atrail, 0o Ar ecr ¢Planning Short
passive recreational uses, especially in natural | Commission, Term
areas, and conduct a townwide discussion Conservation
about regulations for the development and Commission,
management of trails and trail networks. Trails

Committee,
ACF Committee

NR 1.3 Revise land use regulations in rural areas Planning Short
using Asmart growt hod | Commission, Term
clustered development and restricted road Conservation
lengths to reduce forest block fragmentation, Commission
and loss of wildlife connectors and contiguous
habitats

NR 1.4 Strengthen or create clear land use Planning Short
regulations for development in steep or high Commission Term
areas, including slopes between 20% and
35%, ridgelines over 900ft in elevation and
continue to prohibit structural development on
slopes greater than 35%.

NR 15 Continue to provide for the wise and efficient Planning Ongoing
use of Vermont's earth resources and to Commission,
facilitate the appropriate extraction of these Planning
resources and the proper restoration and Department
preservation of the aesthetic qualities of the
extraction area.

NR 1.6 Pursue funding and partnerships with state Conservation Long
and regional organizations to support Commission, Term
conservation efforts. Selectboard

NR 1.7 Continue to support invasive species control Conservation Short
efforts on both private and public land Commission, Term
including removal and mitigation of Japanese Townwide
Knotweed, Garlic Mustard, Barberry
Buckthorn, and other fast spreading non-
native plants.

NR 1.8 Provide educational resources and links on Conservation Short
the town website about best management Commission, Term
practices and environmental permitting tools. Administration
Conduct outreach to landowners about
conservation and environmental stewardship
of natural areas.

NR 1.9 Develop an Environmental Justice review Planning Mid
policy related to decisions such as land use | Department, Term
regulation and conservation-reserve spending. | Planning

Commission,
Selectboard

NR 2.1 Continuing to prohibit the construction of new | Planning Short
principal structures in the Special Flood Commission, Term
Hazard Areas. ZAO, DRB

NR 2.2 Revise land use regulations and applications Planning Short
to require disclosure of all surface waters Commission, Term
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including rivers; streams (perennial and Planning

intermittent); creeks; brooks; wetlands; seeps; | Commission,

springs and other surface waters. Planning
Department

NR 23 Revise zoning to include River Corridor Planning Long
Bylaws. Commission Term

NR 2.4 Review land use regulations to ensure Planning Mid
adequate surface water setbacks to protect Commission, Term
wetlands and riparian areas. Conservation

Commission

NR 2.5 Promote restoration of degraded floodplain Planning Ongoing

systems and wetlands. Commission,
Conservation
Commission

NR 2.6 Participate in regional efforts to map and Conservation Ongoing

assess surface waters and monitor quality. Commission,
Selectboard

NR 2.7 Develop municipal Stormwater Bylaws that Planning Dept. | Mid
control and treat runoff from impervious Planning Term
surfaces to prevent erosion and Commission,
sedimentation. H|ghway Dept

NR 2.8 Revise land use regulations to prioritize Green | Planning Mid
Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) and Low Commission Term
Impact Development (LID).

NR 2.9 Continue to require compliance with all state Planning Dept. | Ongoing
or federal land use permits. ZAO, DRB

NR 3.1 Promote best management practices for farm | Conservation Short
and forest operations through municipal and Committee Term
state resources sharing.

NR 3.2 Revise land use regulations to allow for value- | Planning Mid
added or accessory enterprises for working Commission Term
lands.

NR 3.3 Continue to support the farmers market, Townwide, Ongoing
VYCC, and other agricultural enterprises that Selectboard
provide locally grown food or value-added
products.

NR 3.4 Encourage participation in the VT Use Value Townwide, Ongoing
Appraisal (Current Use) Program, the Conservation
federal Land Evaluation and Site Assessment | Commission
(LESA) program, and other land conservation
or valuation programs.

NR 4.1 Finalize and maintain a management and ACF Committee | Short
trails plan for the Andrews Community Forest. Term

NR 4.2 Protect natural communities such as wetlands, | Conservation Short
streams, native species, soil health, and Commission Term
ecological processes on town-owned land.

NR 4.3 Engage in ecological forestry and logging ACF Mid
practices on town-owned forested lands, Committee, Term
including compliance with state guidelines. Conservation

Commission,
Selectboard

NR 4.4 Inventory town-owned parcels open to the Trails Mid

public and develop trail plans and maps. Committee, Term
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Manage trail development and usage to Andrews
protect neighboring property owner rights. Community
Forest
Committee,
Conservation
Commission
NR 4.5 Create a Municipal Properties Management Conservation Mid
Policy including rights of way, access, safety, Commission, Term
and maintenance in order to ensure both Selectboard
natural resource protection and proper land
stewardship. Consider anticipated costs while
drafting town budgets and fund allocations.
NR 4.6 Utilize the conservation reserve fund to protect | Conservation Ongoing
important natural resources and public access | Commission,
to them where appropriate. Selectboard
NR 5.1 Encourage creative development that Planning Short
minimizes visual impacts on the natural Department, Term
landscape. Planning
Commission,
Townwide
NR 5.2 Support land use regulations that mitigate Planning Ongoing
noise pollution and light pollution. Commission
NR 5.3 Continue to support land use regulations that Planning Ongoing
include Asmart gr owt h{ Commission
NR 5.4 Through research and community input, Planning Long
identify and implement land use regulations Department, Term
which serve to protect neighboring parcels Planning
from potential adverse effects of development | commission
Transportation | 1.1 Add sidewalks, crosswalks and other Planning Long
@) pedestrian safety measures in the Village Commission, Term
Center, where feasible, to improve safety and | Selectboard,
promote walkability. Highway Dept.
T 1.2 Request bike/ped improvements from the Planning Dept. Long
Vermont Department of Transportation Selectboard Term
(VTrans) when state highway and bridge
projects are undertaken within Richmond.
TT 1.3 Continue working with partner agencies and Highway Dept. | Ongoing
organizations to identify and test best Selectboard
practices in bike and pedestrian safety and
implement low-cost improvements that have
been identified such as better signage and
road markings
T 14 Consider connectivity of on-road bicycle and Town Ongoing
pedestrian infrastructure with off-road trail Administration,
systems where there will be minimal impacts Town-Wide
on natural lands with conservation values
T 15 Support interconnectivity of trails and TownWide, Long
connectivity of trails with destinations such as | Richmond Trails | Term
the market or park and ride in order to provide | Committee
non-motorized means of travel
T 2.1 Enforce speed limits on roads with high Selectboard, Ongoing

pedestrian and bicycle use. This may
include additional policing or other strategies.

Police Dept.

N MMUE 1 1)




T 2.2 Enforce parking bans with fines or other Selectboard, Ongoing
strategies on the traveled portion of roads Police Dept.
near recreation areas to ensure the safe
passage of emergency and other vehicles.

T 2.3 Develop parking for recreational activities in Parking Advisory| Ongoing
areas where needed, when possible. Committee,

Highway Dept.,
Selectboard

T 2.4 Continue to maintain roads and roadsides on Highway Dept. | Ongoing
a regular schedule

T 3.1 Continue to identify and upgrade undersized Highway Dept. | Ongoing
culverts.

T 3.2 Use best management practices to manage Highway Dept. | Ongoing
erosion and run-off during road construction Planning Dept.
and maintenance.

T 3.3 Establish a driveway ordinance that will direct | Planning Mid
stormwater flows into town storm drainage Commission, Term
systems and prevent run-off onto neighboring Planning Dept,
properties or roadways. Highway Dept.

Selectboard

T 3.4 Prioritize upgrades to portions of the Highway Dept. Ongoing
transportation infrastructure most likely to
be damaged in flooding or fluvial erosion
events.

T 4.1 Promote modes of transport such as the Richmond Long
Montpelier-Burlington bus link, Amtrak train to | Climate Action | Term
New York, or other partially public transport Committee
options in conjunction with car travel

Utilities, 1.1 Ensure proper maintenance and public Highway Dept., | Ongoing

Facilities and accessibility of Volunteers Green for both 3 Parks

Public Safety residents and visitors. Consider altering the Committee,

(V) park layout to reduce damage from flooding. Selectboard

U 1.2 Adhere to the objectives outlined in the Town ACF Short
Forest management plans. (see more in Committee, Term
Natural Resources) Trails

committee,
Townwide

U 1.3 Support the Histori cal Selectboard, Ongoing
preserve the Round Church and its Historical
surrounding parcel. Society

U 1.4 Create alternative plans to maintain the Town | Selectboard Mid
Center building and parking areas to meet the Term
operational needs of town officials and staff,
reduce fossil fuel consumption, and maintain
its historic features.

U 15 Continue to lease or rent municipal spaces Town Ongoing
and grounds to businesses and organizations | Administration
to maximize space utilization and sustain
revenue.

U 1.6 Maintain the Richmond Fire Department and Highway Dept. | Ongoing

Richmond Highway Department buildings and
equipment.

Selectboard
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U 1.7 Implement building improvement projects for Library Long
the library to maintain the historical structure's | Trustees, Term
functionality and preserve historic features. Selectboard

U 1.8 Utilize diverse funding sources, including tax Selectboard Ongoing
revenues, to implement facility maintenance in
a fiscally responsible manner.

U 2.1 Utilize findings from the 20-year water study Water Mid
completed in 2025 to inform wastewater, and Resources Term
stormwater infrastructure maintenance and Dept.
improvements and guide planning for future Highway Dept.
environmental and usage changes Selectboard

U 2.2 Maintain water and wastewater infrastructure Water Ongoing
with a focus on reliability. Continue to discuss | Resources
the limitations on housing creation that our Dept., Housing
water and wastewater policies hold us to. Committee,

Planning
Commission,
Selectboard

) 2.3 Improve stormwater infrastructure. Upgrade Highway Dept. Ongoing
stormwater drainage systems to comply with Water
state regulations and develop plans to Resources
address flash flooding issues in vulnerable Dept.,
areas Selectboard

U 2.4 Maintain asset management practices and Town Ongoing
update them based on changing climate and Administration,
usage conditions, with an emphasis on cost Town Treasurer,
distribution and planning for equipment Selectboard
replacement. Employ various funding sources,
including potential tax resources, to support
these.

U 2.5 Revise the capital plan to reflect evolving Selectboard, Ongoing
climate and building maintenance Town
requirements, considering residents' concerns | Administration,
about tax levels. Town Depts_

U 2.6 Review inventory of potential lead pipe Highway Dept. | Ongoing
supplies and identify opportunities for Water
stormwater connection upgrades at that time. Resources Dept

U 2.7 Continue applying impact fees to help offset Planning Dept. | Short
operational costs. ZAO,Town Term,

Treasurer, Long
Selectboard Term

U 3.1 Assess options for collaborating with service Town Short
providers to enhance internet speed, Administration, | Term,
availability, and cell service coverage within Selectboard Ongoing
the town.

U 3.2 Continue participation in Chittenden Solid Selectboard Long
Waste District initiatives and work with the Term,
operators of the town waste facility. Ongoing

U 3.3 Coordinate with Vermont Electric Cooperative | Selectboard Ongoing
and Green Mountain Power to maintain
reliable electricity access for all residents.
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Table Al. Current Household Transportation Energy Use in Metric Million British Thermal Units

(MMBTU)

1 Total Energy Consumption for Light Duty Vehicles (LDVs) (2022) 144,397 MMBTU
2 Total Energy Consumption for Fossil Fuel LDVs (2022) 141,675 MMBTU
3 Total Energy Consumption for Electric LDVs (2022) 2,722 MMBTU
4 Fossil Fuel Burning LDVs Registered to Households (2022) 2,616

5 All-Electric (Battery) LDVs (2023) 108

6 Plug-in Hybrid LDVs (2023) 62

7 Total Electric Light Duty Vehicles (2023) 170

8 Total Electric LDVs as % of Municipality’s Total Vehicles 6.1%

Sources: Transportation Research Center, Drive Electric Vermont
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Table A2. Home Heating by Fuel Type, 2022

Heat Source # of Homes s % of Homes z LA IC
Error Error

1  Utility gas 138 +/-86 8% +/-4.6%
2  Fuel oil, Kerosene 731 +/-235 40% +/-12.3%
3  Propane 594 +/-130 32% +/-6.4%
4 | Subtotal Oil, Kerosene, Propane 1,335 +/-269 72% +/-13.0 %
5  Wood 239 +/-79 13% +/-4.1%
6 Electricity 92 +/-60 5% +/-3.2%
7 Non-PV solar energy 15 +/-18 1% +/-1.0%

Sources: American Community Survey 2022 5-Year Estimate, Table B25040. Data are associated with a margin of error.

Table A3. Recent Residential Energy Efficiency Projects | 2021 2022 | 2023 | Total

Total Residential Projects (includes projects below) 193 179 149 521
Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® Projects 7 6 6 19
Other Weatherization Projects 1 1 3 5
Residential New Construction Projects 3 6 0 9

Other Selected Measure and Engagement Counts
Home Energy Visits 1 6 9 16
Heat Pump Water Heater Installations 17 21 12 50
Cold Climate Heat Pump Installations 95 89 77 261
Wood Heating Installations 14 1 4 19

Source: Efficiency Vermont, RPC Report Produced 6/2024
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Table A4. Annual Electricity Use (KWH)

Sector 2021 2022 2023

Commercial & Industrial 5,372,011 5,250,284 5,594,347
Residential 14,327,378 14,429,435 15,063,078
Total 19,699,389 19,679,719 20,657,425
Count of Residential Premises 1,810 1,825 1,831
Average Residential Usage 7,916 7,907 8,227

Source: Efficiency Vermont, 2024 RPC Report Produced 6/2024

Table AS. Existing Renewable Electricity Generation | Sites | Power (MW) | Energy (MWh)
Solar 235 4.09 5,376.81
Wind 1 .0025 4.93
Hydro 0 0 0
Biomass for Electric Generation 0 0 0

Total 236 4.0925 5,381.74

Source: Vermont Department of Public Service, Generation Scenarios Tool, Distributed Generation
Survey + data as of 1/31/2023

¢CFofS !cd ¢KSNXIf 9ySNH& !'aS FTNRBY bl dzNI f
HNmdgn H N

HHHHHHHMMHRTHA YAt RT DUqIf UT 2t ql RNYq¢aH

2
HAwmda MPEZHPTPHNZIHTY POH nonn oOopPEZIpoc OH M
HAOHA MCXIMOT®PMYyZnoc dcn nonn onxXpTtn®HC
H/THM MTIZHTAOPMY ZHPANDPYH nonn opZpHmMOnNT
HNHH MyZooT®d®PmMy ZdhodpdT o0 nonn OTZHTT doO
HNHO MTZTMPPMTZCcTTD®NoO nonn opZodcc dOmMT
HANHDIM MYyZypn®d®mMtTZMpMPy H nonn ocxnnconm

N MMUE 10 1]



L

Al YTWUHEqUT WEULI Nt WOt LW

Al YTURQUT Wneqgel JWIOUI D! Wet Wlaé ! NUat Wel WWil es OWnl ¥
MOl Nt weUca!t R IOWAE?Ws Y1 t JT Ws Rq6 W6 WWEqYt 6 YaalWEU2
EGRtt RYUL W Ued!t RE W

>

Gcaqn¥Yl GWeix E AbOWNSWIWx E AwWeU¢d! + Rt WRt WUOYqWGI 3t HI R
Y UWHEEYISWIIE qRG ¢ qUT WG ¢ NURge T WWe UT WaqRAGRUNWY nWUIIKIT T WFE
CTY! WIMIBMYRE WY Wa WWqWéedl aYUqkt WO Nt we 0T WHGRG ¢

o q

Ot RUNWXx E AAWEEf WaYT WaLOT W WAqY! Wt GUARIHLWE GGl Y¢e HGEI1It |
cUT WRIRGE qUWNY¢cOt OWNS W WHqVY! + Wadécaqlls 131 WayYT 30T W
NWUWI ¢qRYUAWq! ¢ Ut GYl q¢ qRYUAWe @D WIAR &G ¢ 113D K @K 6 uild
gel UY210 WY nWqWHEUYOGYNRWt W6l YenNsW=MPMWe U7 WRT WUqR3
| DeH6WEN!I aYUqkt WIGRY Y RYOWI WT efgqRYUWI Whe RI BaWUqt HOLW
RT WOqR3 T Waq VY W 13 Twe0A I IR AR 2 to R 6 HIWG IRY G WY n Waq RS OYTYNRW
D¢ 0 GuUNAWqdE! Ye N6 Y e aplldI6 LM Wa ot Wil & q WE 206 &1 W6 ¢ 2 I WA
TUWGY! VT WaqYW NGaecHPUWSE e qRUNDWEe UT WY WU RRLS oL Gyl RIDTHLLLE GIT 1L
HYYGROUDWHIOWE 6 01 02 11 WG UHARYA IGYA LA opid I LLES WE M dt0IGF o Y1 ¢ G WT ¢
Alaqaqldl Wy2¢tdecqlWayY!l ywNl ¢Uesdc¢cl WRAGEHt WYnNnWGYORHA! WR

AUl Waq6 WWAE?kt WEUWI N! WAGE¢UURUNDWEqe¢UT ¢l T+ AWRNLWE Wae U
BO6c¢UHDT WI0WI N! WwetdecUWaqdé ! Wiet quWRUHAHG2T DWagel Nqgt WnY
T3t RODUDT e Youlke dg Rt m IR WE UT Wael Nnqt W qeUT ¢1 Tt oWf qlWRY
DGl Ut U0 qUWY s RO Wk ¢ Hidag e ORRRGE G Ra! kt WIUWI D! WNYe¢
Ge URFARGE G Ra! Ly YU WD dlRET IDMIcHRgAE RUNDWE YO DWs YYT W6 3¢
b1t quat b OWf nWT W R ARSTIFALEGGY AJKT Ws6RIAXmt We UOT Wt Yel #HIJWGE ¢ qlJ
q6 1t DWW ¢qeawe UT We Wa 2l RIFBRIGE 1 RId+ ¢l Wm e &1 I ILid @ ¢JIRD 13 q t
AYUHI DqUWRAGINANUqe qRYUWeE AqRY UL WT Rt A2t + DT WRUWq6 W

[ VI WY WWRUNYI GeqRYOWYUWq6WWx E AWGYT Wi AWRUAG2T ROD
6101 G VEMEIWOVAGI U601 R2ZIVWEVLI N! WAGe UwnVYe UOT W1 Wa llé a
2t oGB UMIIGY ! qt ol edyid 0l g M ) FO

L

2¢qe¢ WRUWGS R W WHqRYUWE It Waé IJW Theet@uUuw ¢ 30 gt Wy n Wi

Table B1. Projected Light Duty Vehicle (LDV) Transportation Energy Demand 2025 2035 2050

1 Estimate of total light-duty vehicles* 3,647 4,016 4,642
2 Estimate for number of area battery electric and plug-in hybrid LDV 200 2,103 4,559
(passenger cars and light trucks)

3 Light Duty Electric and Hybrid Electric Vehicles (% of Vehicle Fleet) 5.5% 52.4% 98%

4 Non-Electric Light Duty Energy Demand (gas, diesel, ethanol, CNG, 216,676 102,783 13,722
biodiesel) (MMBtu)

5 Electricity Demand for Light Duty (passenger cars and light trucks) 3,401 35,650 67,337
Transportation (MMBtu)

6 | Biofuel share of biofuel-blended LDV transportation energy consumed 8% 10% 10%

Source: LEAP Model, UVM Transportation Research Center
*Growth rate for LDV is based on the municipality’s 10-year average annual change of new homes built between 2012-
2022, annual rate is 0.73%
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Table B2. Projected Commercial Thermal Energy Use, 2025-2050 2025 2035 2050
1 Projected Number of future commercial establishments* 211 230 262
2 Percent of Commercial Establishments Weatherized 23% 45% 66%
3 Energy Saved by Weatherization (MMBtu) 14,240 31,178 51,434
4 Number of Heat Pumps installed in Commercial Buildings** 394 1,192 1,524
5 Commercial Establishments Using Wood Heating (%) 8% 10% 12%
6 Commercial Thermal Energy Use Attributable to Wood Heating (MMBtu) 19,996 24,481 30,324

Sources: VT Department of Labor, ECOS Plan Forecasts, CCRPC Bottom-Up Approach for Commercial Sector

*Growth rate for future commercial establishments is based on the ECOS Plan employment forecast rate of .86%

** Contemplates multiple mini split heat pumps per commercial establishment. However, larger commercial establishments
would likely use a centrally ducted system.

Table B3. Projected Residential Thermal Energy Use, 2025-2050 2025 2035 2050
1  Projected number of future residences* 1,755 1,888 2,107
2 Residential thermal energy use (MMBtu) 169,364 98,447 60,614
3  Energy saved by weatherization or other thermal efficiency 20,345 52,062 69,229
improvements (MMBtu)
4  Estimated number of Homes weatherized 395 854 1,382
5  Percent of residences weatherized 23% 45% 66%
6  Heat pump energy consumed by residences (MMBtu) 18,546 23,457 28,368
7  Estimated number of heat pumps in homes 534 1,398 1,965
8  Percent of residences using heat pumps 30% 74% 93%
9  Wood heat (cord wood + wood pellets) consumed by 21,653 15,453 9,252
residences (MMBTU)
10 Estimated number of residences using wood heat 209 158 101
11 Residences using wood heat (%) 11.9% 8.4% 4.8%
12 Biogas Heat Energy consumed by residences (MMBtu) 12,250 8,417 4,585
13 Estimated number of residences using natural/biogas** 118 86 50
14 Percent of residences using natural gas/biogas** 7% 5% 2%

Sources: LEAP Model, Department of Public Service

*Growth rate for future residences is based on municipal 10-year average annual change of new homes built between 2012-
2022, annual rate is .73%. This may not align with growth rates anticipated for housing targets required under 24 V.5.A. §
4382(a)(10).

**Biogas is a combination of natural gas and renewable natural gas. In 2025, the heat energy is traditional natural gas then
decreases as homes transition to heat pumps and then the fuel type is mostly renewable natural gas in future years.

Table B4. Electric Efficiency Targets, kilo-watt hours (kWh) 2025 2035 2050

1 Total cumulative electric energy saved from improvements 337,750 1,878,238 3,395,912
in area residential equipment efficiency, in kWh

2 Residences that have increased their Electric Efficiency 115 639 1,155

3 Total cumulative electric energy saved from improvements 177,376 = 866,037 715,387
in area commercial equipment efficiency, in kWh

4 Commercial and Industrial Establishments that have 20 97 97

Increased Their Electric Efficiency
Source: Energy Efficiency Utility Potential Study, CCRPC, and the Department of Public Service
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Table C1. Land Available for Wind and Solar Generation

Acres with Prime Acres with Base Total Energy Potential (MWh)
Potential Potential
Solar 268 2,035 101,321
Wind 366 4,334 231,533
Solar Rooftop 30 17,307

Source: CCRPC and the Department of Public Service, Vermont Center for Geographic Information
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Table C2. New Renewable Electricity Generation Targets in 2032 2040 2050
Megawatt hour (MWh)

Total Target (MWh) 6,064 8,646 9,841
Incremental Generation Target — Any Technology (MWh) 682 3,265 4,459
Grid Distribution Headroom (MW) 10.2 49 2.4

Sources: CCRPC and the Department of Public Service
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Table C3. State/Local Known and Possible Constraints

State Known
Constraints

FEMA Floodways
DEC River Corridors

National Wilderness
Areas

State-significant
Natural Communities

Rare, Threatened, and
Endangered Species

Class 1 and 2 wetlands
(VSWI and advisory
layers)

Vernal Pools
(confirmed)
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State Possible
Constraints

Agricultural Soils
Hydric Soils

Vernal Pools
(unconfirmed)

Act 250 Ag. Soil
Mitigation Areas

FEMA Special Flood
Hazard Areas

VT Conservation Design
Highest Priority Forest
Blocks (Forest Blocks —
Connectivity, Forest
Blocks — Interior, Forest
Blocks - Physical Land
Division),

Highest Priority Surface
Water and Riparian
Area

Protected Lands (State
fee lands and private
conservation lands)

Deer Wintering Areas

Local Known
Constraints

Slopes Equal to or
Greater than 35%

Local Possible
Constraints

Slopes 20% — 35%

Science to Action
Contiguous Habitat
Units & Wildlife Travel
Corridors

Ridgelines over 900
feet

Conserved Lands
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Preferred Sites for Net
Metering & Existing Renewable
Energy Generation

Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

———————————————-— ,

i B Rl o

Preferred Sites (VT Net-
Metering Rule) *not all sites
are shown

A Closed Landfill
% Sand or Gravel Pit
®  Brownfield
@D Parking Lots
Existing Generation
® McNeil Biomass-Electricity

% Wind Site

B Methane
Wood Chip or Pellet Heat
Solar Site

N

2 Hydro Electric

0 05 1 2 Miles

Chittenden County, VT

B

Sources:

Existing Sites-EAN,2018

Disclaimer.

The accuracy of information presented is determined
by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist.
The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission is not responsible for these
Questions of on-the-ground location can be
resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by
registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may
indicate relationships between features, but is
not a replacement for surveyed information o
engineering studies

Date: 11/11/2024
Document Path: D:\Projects24\ECOS EnergyMaps\Solar_WindMaps_Municipality.aprx
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Local Known Constraints
Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

The presence of local known constraints
signals unsuitability for renewable
energy generation development.

Richmond Local Known

Constraints
Slopes equal to or greater
= than 35%

o 05 1 2 Miles
. 4 4

i

Disclaimer:

The accuracy of i i is

by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist.
The Chittenden County Regional Planning
‘Commission is not responsible for these.
Questions of on-the-ground location can be
resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by
registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may
indicate relationships between features, but is
not a replacement for surveyed information or
eengineering studies.

Document Path: DProj COS\ ocalKnown
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Local Possible Constraints
Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

Possible constraints are the presence of
natural resources that likely signal the need
for on-site mitigation to avoid encroachment
on these resources.

Richmond Local Possible
Constraints

|| Conserved Areas

= Contiguous Habitat Units
(STA)

| Ridgeline over 900 ft
Slopes 20% or more, Less

- than 35%

[ Wildlife Connectors

0 05 1 2 Miles
b ;

Chittenden bounty, vT jj .

z § N
gs f

The accuracy of information presented is determined
by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist.

The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission is not responsible for these.

Questions of on-the-ground location can be

resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by

registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may
indicate relationships between features, but is
not a replacement for surveyed information or
‘engineering studies.
Date: 4/30/2025

Document Path: D{Projects24\ECOS EnergyMaps\Localknown_PossibleConstraints.apnc
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State Known Constraints

Richmond, Vermont

Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

Known Constraints are the presence of conditions,

based on statewide resources that likely signal

unsuitability for renewable energy
development.

"L, Stream or River Centerline

{7/} DFIRM Floodway
[ Lake or Pond
I Confirmed Vernal Pool

~ VSWI Significant +Advisory
; Wetlands

I River Corridor
Significant Natural Communities

Rare Threatened and Endangered
..

0 042 0.85 1.7 Miles
y

Chittenden County, VT

8 | A

Sources:

Vemal Pools; VCGI, 2022

DEC River Corridors; VCGI, 2019
FEMA DFIRM Floodways;VCGI 2022
RTE + Sig. Natural Comm;VCGI,2022
Wetlands: VSWI Wetlands Class Layer, VSWI Advisory Layer, 2022
Disclaimer:

The accuracy of information presented is determined
by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist.

The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission is not responsible for these.

Questions of on-the-ground location can be
resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by
registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may
indicate relationships between features, but is

not a replacement for surveyed information or

engineering studies. Date: 11/11/2024

s T,

Document Path: D:\Projects24\ECOS!
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Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

)
g

State Possible Constraints e 7 “, / 4- -"- ; / WY %////%

Possible constraints are the presence of conditions,
based on statewide resources that likely signal

the need for on-site mitigation

to avoid encroachment on

these resources.

1" Stream or River Centerline
«” Lake or Pond
DFIRM Special FloodHazard Areas
B Unconfirmed Vernal Pool
Protected Lands
Agriculturally Important Soil
- A(}t. 25(_) Agricultural Onsite Soil
Mitigation
Hydric Soils

VT Conservation Design Highest
= Priority Elements

Deer Wintering Areas
0 045 09 1.8 Miles
Chln:enden' County, VT '
J ( /
B | A

N

Sources:

Vemal Pools; VCGI, 2022

Protected Lands;VCGI, 2022

SFHA,VCGI 2022

VT Conservation Design, ANR,2022

Hydric Soils, VCGI 2022

Disclaimer:

The accuracy of information presented is determined
by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist
The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission is not responsible for these.
Questions of on-the-ground location can be
resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by
registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may

indicate relationships between features, but is =
not a replacement for surveyed information or |t
engineering studies. Date: 11/11/2024 \

i traints.a

Document Path: D: 0!

Hinesburg
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Solar Energy Resources

Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

/"1, Stream or River Centerline
@™ Lake or Pond

277 Municipal Boundary

S VT 3-Phase-Power (Generalized)
g = for Planning

Prime Solar: Areas with high solar
potential and no state/local
known + possible constraints
Base Solar: Areas with high solar

[ potential + a presence of state/
local possible constraints

= VELCO Transmission

Sources:

Solar Energy-VCGI,CCRPC 2023

Disclaimer:

The accuracy of information presented is determined

Questions of on-the-ground location can be
resolved by site inspections and/or surveys by
registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient for
delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may
indicate relationships between features, but is
not a replacement for surveyed information or
engineering studies.

Date: 5/1/2025
Document Path: DAProjects24\ECOS\EnergyMaps\Solar_WindMaps_Municipaliy.aprx
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Wind Energy Resources

Richmond, Vermont
Act 174 - The Energy Development
Improvement Act of 2016

/"1 Stream or River Centerline

«” Lake or Pond

PR VT 3-Phase-Power (Generalized)

* for Planning

¢~ "\ Transmission Lines

1000 Municipal Boundary

= VELCO Transmission
Base Wind: Areas with high wind
potential and a presence of state/
local possible constraints
Prime Wind: Areas with high wind
potential and no state/local
known or possible constraints

0 045 09 1.8 Miles
I " y

Sources:

Solar Energy-VCGI,CCRPC 2023

Disclaimer:

The accuracy of information presented is determined
by its sources. Errors and omissions may exist.
The Chittenden County Regional Planning
Commission is not responsible for these.
Questions of on-the-ground location can be
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Snapshot of Richmond

Richmond
Population (2023) 4,148
Median age (2023) 45
Occupied homes (2023) 1,807
Total homes (2023) 2,017
Owner occupied (% 2023) 70%
Renter occupied (% 2023) 19%
Seasonal homes (% 2023) 3%
Vacant homes (% 2023) 7%
Median year homes built (2023) 1983
Growth rate of the housing stock (avg annual, 2010 to 2020) 0.1%
Median gross monthly rent (2023) $1,078
Median primary home sale price (2023) $551,000
Primary home sales (2023) 32
Jobs (2023) 1,605
Median wages (2023) $65,071
Workers living & working in different towns (% 2023) 75%
Median household income (2023) $117,260
Ratio of local to county median household income (% 2023) 120%
Severe cost burden (>50% income towards housing) (% 2023) 10%
Individuals experiencing homelessness* (County only - 2024)
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Median Home Sale Prices in Richmond
by Month (2020-2025)

500k In February 2020, the median
home sale price in Richmond

400k was $205,000. In May 2025, the
median home sale price in

300k Richmond was $395,000, which
is a 92% increase in just over 5

200k years.

2020 2025

287 265 22

Total Sales Primary Residence
Secondary Residence
$247.5k $410k $596k
25th Percentile Median 75th Percentile
Annual Household Income in Richmond in 2018 and 2023
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Percentage of Richmond Households Who Were
“Cost-Burdened” in 2023

Richmend
2023

30

% of all households

Cwner Renter

Cost burden level
M Faying 30-4%% income
Ml Paying 50% ncome or more

~

NW=M=Z>WNS§i LWAx

Cost Burden: Generally, housing
is considered unaffordable when
a household spends 30% or more
of their income on housing costs.
A household who spends 30% or
more of their income on housing
is called “cost burdened.” A
household who spends more than
50% of their income on housing
costs is called “severely cost
burdened.”

In 2023, 29% of Richmond renters
were cost burdened or severely
cost burdened. In that same
year, 15% of homeowners were
cost burdened or severely cost
burdened.

Richmond Residents’ Struggles to Secure

Adequate Housing in Richmond

than feels comfortable

buy a house in the current market!

drafty etc.

It took us a year and a half of active looking to find our home.

The only home we could find was very expensive and now we pay more for housing

If our home wasn’t purchased from family there’s no way we would have been able to

We had to buy a home in unsuitable condition because we couldn’t afford something
in good condition that met our location preferences.

We may need to move to simpler housing as we are both over 77 years old. There is
little in the way of housing for elderly in Richmond.

I've been looking for a different apartment as the present one is lacking the needed
amenities as | age. Bathroom with shower on first floor & bedroom on second. Unit
has not been well maintained. Mice infestation, mold, windows don’t open & very

Source: Richmond Housing Report, 2022.

N QIBUE N 1J

w? A



NdmuE n 1

Af 9¢c ~8§

2AWE6 EA~S§

NW=M=3 WNS§ I

WA x

w? A



