Methodology for mapping natural resources in the Richmond FLU map 12.9.25

e The base map we have used is CCRPC’s FLU map version 2.0 -(July, 2025).

e CCRPC’s map shows primarily the CURRENT use of different land areas.
o Rural General (beige) — mostly parcels along roadways outside the Village which have
been developed to some degree
o Rural Ag and Forestry (teal) — mostly, if not all, are parcels in the Current Use program
o Rural Conservation (dark green) — mostly parcels with existing private or public legal
conservation easements
o Floodplain and riparian (cross-hatched) — have their own special regulations

e In orderto PLAN FOR THE FUTURE, we have consulted the extensive collection of Agency of
Natural Resources overlay maps to establish the location of Richmond’s important natural
resources.

e This was done in order to fulfill the goals set forth in 24 VSA 4382 (“The plan for a
municipality”) which state: “The Plan shall include the following:...a land use plan which shall
consist of a map and statement of present and PROSPECTIVE land uses that:

o “(A)Indicates those areas ... reserved for flood plain, and areas identified by the State, the
regional planning commission, or the municipality that require special consideration for
aquifer protection; for wetland protection for the maintenance of forest blocks, wildlife
habitat, and habitat connectors; or for other conservation purposes.” AND

o (D) Indicates those areas that are important as forest blocks and habitat connectors and
plans for land development in those areas to minimize forest fragmentation and promote
the health, viability, and ecological function of forests. A plan may include specific policies
to encourage the active management of those areas for wildlife habitat, water quality,
timber production, recreation, or other values or functions identified by the municipality”

e We found the following Agency of Natural Resources / Vermont Conservation Design maps
that best met the goals outlined above, and overlaid them onto the CCRPC base map
o Highest Priority Forest Blocks
o Highest Priority Connectivity Blocks:
o Priority Natural and Species Communities
o wetlands (a Science To Action map)

e We looked at the definition we were given for “Rural Conservation,” which is as follows:

o “These are areas of significant natural resources, identified by regional planning
commissions or municipalities based upon existing Agency of Natural Resources mapping
that require special consideration for aquifer protection; for wetland protection; for the
maintenance of forest blocks, wildlife habitat and habitat connectors; orfor other
conservation purposes.”

e We asked the mapmakers at CCRPC to construct our FLU map adding the ANR overlays (which
they confirmed) to their 2.0 map. This they did, and delivered the map on October 28, 2025.



Based on the definition cited above, the overlays change some categories of land use where
“significant natural resources “ exist, from Rural Ag and Forestry (teal) to Rural Conservation
(dark green) on the Richmond FLU map. A small number of Rural General (beige) parcels are
partially covered by the overlays. (The overlays are not based on parcels; they are based on
where the natural features are.)

The goal of the Richmond FLU map is to provide information about the location of our
important natural resources. Development is not prohibited in any of the land use categories,
so this FLU map lets us know where to develop carefully. -We cannot take our natural
resources into account unless we know where they are. This map will help us preserve these
resources for future generations.

Additional note: The new Land Use Review Board (LURB), which functions as the old Act 250
Board, will pick out which especially important natural resource areas it would like to assign
“‘enhanced Act 250 oversight” to. The remaining teal and green areas will have the current
level of Act 250 oversight.
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Town Boundary: VCGI, 2025

Surface Water: NHD downloaded from VCGI, 003 /\1
Future Land Use: CCRPC, Town of Richmond, 2025

Disclaimer:

The accuracy of information presented is determined by
its sources. Errors and omissions may exist. The
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is not
responsible for these. Questions of on-the-ground
location can be resolved by site inspections and/or
surveys by registered surveyor. This map is not sufficient
for delineation of features on-the-ground. This map
identifies the presence of features, and may indicate
relationships between features, but is not a replacement .
for surveyed information or engineering studies.
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