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The Creamery 
Credit: richmondcreamery.com

Richmond Village Housing-

Borden St. 
Credit: Champlain Housing Trust
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Housing in Richmond

• Diverse housing options are essential for community sustainability, workforce development, 

and vibrancy of businesses, organizations and schools

• In 2020, the housing vacancy rate fell to 1%, and more than 50% of Richmond residents 

identified as ‘cost burdened’ or ‘severely cost burdened’ when it came to their homes

• 2023 HOME Act passed by the Vermont state legislature set a target to add 31k housing 

units in Chittenden County by 2050. Richmond’s share is 400 units in 25 years*, ~16 units 

per year.  

• In 2025, median home sale price is $395k, a 92% increase over past 5 years

*See Appendix for Housing Targets
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Successful Projects Need

● Community support

● Funding

● Proper infrastructure

● Clear path to obtain approvals
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Recommendations

1. Continued zoning improvements

2. Funding Affordable Housing Projects

3. Community Support and Outreach

4. Water and Sewer Regulations/Policy Revisions
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Continued Zoning Improvements

● Allow housing in the Commercial and Village Commercial districts

● Expand current density bonus program to all zoning districts

● Increase the maximum allowable height of buildings by 1 story

● Work with the Planning and Zoning Office to revise zoning and subdivision 

application forms, procedures and regulations as needed to emphasize 

transparency and clarity
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Funding Affordable Housing Projects

● Empower the Town Manager and provide templates/guidelines to write letters 

of support for projects when requested

● Create a housing trust fund to support eligible projects and land acquisitions

● Develop a master plan for the gateway with a 20-30 year plan 

● Partner with local housing organizations

● Utilize CHIP to unlock financial support for infrastructure improvements
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Community Outreach and Support

● Community education and expert insights

● Neighborhood Conversations & Small-Sale Engagements

● Public Awareness and Media Outreach

● Community Film & Discussion Night

● Public Commitment and Petition Drive
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Water/Wastewater Expansion

● Work with the water and sewer commission to review the existing bylaws to 

increase the likelihood of district expansion

● Add language to the Town Plan to address the gateway

● Seek state and federal funding sources for extension (USDA Rural 

Development Water Loan/recently passed CHIP legislation) 

● Apply for a planning grant to complete a feasibility study to evaluate 

infrastructure expansion



Prepared by: Richmond Housing Committee

Request

● Review the Housing Committee’s recommendations

● Where appropriate, incorporate the recommendations into planning initiatives, 

Town functions, and committees

● With support from the Housing Committee, track progress of the strategic plan

This long-term plan provides a north star for our community and its housing needs
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Appendix
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Appendix- Housing Targets
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