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April 29, 2025 

Richmond Conservation Commission,  
c/o Judy Rosovsky, Chair 

Re: Removal of two hazard trees behind Post Office and vegetation re-planting  

Dear Commissioners, 

There are two small (~25ft tall) maples in the parking lot behind the Post Office that have been in decline and are 
shedding branches. They present a hazard to pedestrians, postal workers, and cars. Their decline is likely due in part to 
where they are situated: in shallow, compacted soil in small areas hemmed in by pavement. Unfortunately, any tree 
requiring substantive rooting depth is unlikely to thrive in these areas. 

Given the liability these trees now represent, it is advisable for Richmond to remove them. Based on recent work by 
multiple ISA-certified arborists in Richmond’s public spaces, I estimate that the cost of removal and stump grinding will 
likely be $750 per tree. Mary Houle has kindly offered to replant the areas with bulbs (and/or shrubs, should soil 
conditions allow). I am requesting an additional $200 to reimburse her for the cost of those materials. In sum, I am 
requesting $1700 from the Conservation Reserve Fund (CRF) to carry out this work. Note that I am inquiring with the 
Town Highway Department as to whether the removals would fall under their purview and capacity. If so, that would 
reduce the removal cost (though not the stump grinding). 

This application of CRF funds meets multiple CRF criteria: 

• Contributes toward the protection of natural resources in and of importance to Richmond. 

• Yields a clear, sustainable benefit to Richmond residents in the form of improving environmental values. 

• Will help Richmond meet natural resources planning goals identified in the Richmond Town Plan (namely, in 
promoting safety and resilience through healthy ecosystems and ecological features) 

If this request is approved by the Richmond Conservation Commission, I will attend a Selectboard meeting to keep 
members appraised, solicit quotes from the requisite number of arborists, manage the winning contract, alert relevant 
bodies (e.g., the Post Office, the Town Center), and post an update to Front Porch Forum.  

 Many thanks for your consideration. 

 
Caitlin Littlefield 

333 Cochran Rd. #2, Richmond, VT 05477 

978-807-1494 | clittlef@gmail.com   


