Renewing Richmond’s
Conservation Reserve Fund

An 19-year successful track
record at protecting water
and air quality, biodiversity,
:, P working farms and forests,
U Gl e outdoor recreation, historic
B e L - resources and education.

= Enables the Town to move quickly
to capture prime, time-sensitive
funding opportunities.

. . Brings in major support from
Established by voters 2005 outside funding sources (State,

= Last Renewed by voters 2022 (Yes — 560; No — 201) Federal, foundations)

= Has brought in over $1.8 Million in outside support




Information Sheet

www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023

RICHMOND’S CONSERVATION RESERVE FUND Conservation Reserve Fund Project List

Draft
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Since 2005 Richmond's Conservation Reserve Fund has provided the Town with & ready source of funds for conservation
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In addition, the CRF lowers the costs of consanvation 1o taxpayers by qualfying the Taan to receive matching funds fom state,
fiederal and private conservation funders. So far, every doliar Richmond taxpayers spent from the Fund has generated $3.86 in

annting & potusy proccsscs
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How are conservation funding declelons mada?
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Selectboard reviews the Commission s recommendations and makes the fnal decisons. The one excephon is fof real estate a

soquisitions costing more than $20,000, which require approval of all voters.
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'Who uses the Fund? Trust

The CRF is used by praperty owners, ppa-50fiis and community volunteer groups to protect impertant local natural, agricultural | r:“»" Land Trest, 51000 [$55,000
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Richmond Conservation
Reserve Fund

upported Projects
20052022

|ACF: Andrews Community
Forest (purchase.
nches
JAF: Andrews Farland
[BM: Bombardier Meadow
[BP: Becken Preserve Erosion
Engineering St
cC: Congregational Church
Window Restoration
ICG: Community Garden
IGP: Gillett Pond Dam
Restoration
[HG: Huntington Gorge
[HRS: River Steward Program
\JBB: Tohnnie Brook Bridge
ILI:  Lake Iroquois Invasive
Plant Surveys
Overrockers Park Wet-

op:

%

land Deliniation
[RHC: Richmond Hill Ceme-

L.

ery
ISRF: Stage Road Community
Forest

ITC: Town Center Portico
Restoration
VG: Volunteers Green
Riprap, Tree Plantings &
Habitat Restoration
WH: Willis Hill
Town-Wide Projects

Large Habitat Block Survey Mol indarmeti
lore information:

r s-minutes/cc
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funds usually must guaraniee public recraational access to their pIRReTiRs, LDIpss he kand is used for agricul —l.‘ slustcons Ceces Jres Penting Jown ofBih IMasmec bepver demeps k 200 [Master Naturalist Program
St Ra Town Forest Kich. Lanad Trast  [Comserve rak forest withe (e Chat C 1,50 [Emerald Ash Borer Survey
\What Kinds of new don Conservation Commission forsess? € amescr vatamn Prosenst
Andrews C::v‘rmrlly Forest RFP g,:ﬂ %o 1 Tlewo Tenie Town ol Rich___| Revsair Dousd-daatiine on Croas Vi Teal )
= Ri 7t Tascraldd Ak Boves Covlset Towm of Rich Phiase | ol rrorot b sumaoe smperding sab lros boascs 800000315 000
b v eoeriiion Amidroas Towest Trs and Derbes | Basic Sowits 10 Bora o it WAlocH Wooaral wta-s b, AR Wi | SO0

[below powen lines

Velumicens Green Habi Kesimabios | Town of Ric [Fme_[sisme
= [Vetastoo Goren Troe Fomnna | Towm ot B 5 S0
The Consarvation Reserve Fund posisons Richmand to consider and act on opportunities fairly, efficently and in a Simely way. It's & [Conmunity Gusdoa fown of Bic SL0m
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Numbers still being updated



CRF Funded Projec

Richmond Conservation
Reserve Fund
Supported Projects

20082022 L7 Recent Projects
JACF: Andrews Community | it \ ;

Forest (purchase. \

benches)

. N Conservation / Recreation Panel

BM: Bombardier Meadow

O Ragmeerine S0 v R Sue Morse trails & wildlife talk

CC: Congregational Church 7 : N | / . -
Window Restoration ¥ o | \ Tra | Is Re pa Ir

CG: Community Garden T : T ) 1

GP: Gillett Pond Dam '

Restoriton o A 2 A Gillett Pond Supplement

HG: Huntington Gorge

IHRS: River Steward Program 4 "/ 5 ibi H
ot e A e Amphibian Crossing
ILI: Lake Troquois Invasive W - ‘ A - . e

Plant Surveys Sl
OP: Overrockers Park Wet-

land Deliniation
RHC: Richmond Hill Ceme-
tery
SRF: Stage Road Community
Forest
TC: Town Center Portico
Restoration
VG: Volunteers Green
Riprap. Tree Plantings &
Habitat Restoration
'WH: Willis Hill
Town-Wide Projects
Large Habitat Block Survey o : :
Science-to-Action Project L More information:
Master Naturalist Program
Emerald Ash Borer Survey

richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission

www.tinyurl.com/CRF-2023




The CRF Advances Town Plan Priorities

Draft

“Protect priority natural areas in order to maintain the health and
function of those areas and their ecosystem services.”

“Preserve healthy and resilient working lands, agricultural soils.”
“Maintain Richmond’s rural character and scenic beauty.”

“Utilize best management practices for Richmond-owned, publicly
accessible natural and recreational areas.”

“Utilize the conservation reserve fund to protect important
natural resources and public access to them where appropriate”




Funding Draft

* Financed by 1 cent on the tax rate.
= Anticipated FY 2025 yield: estimate $72,000.

= Taxpayer cost $10 for every $100,000 of
assessed value.




Grand List vs CPI
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400% Return on Taxpayer Funding

Draft

To date:

= CRF grants: $ 584,733
= Additional $ generated: $2,180,533

Leverage: $1 CRF brought in $3.73

Numbers still being updated



2023 Projects

2023

Gillett Pond Rich. Land Replace aging  |$50,000
Trust dam

Amphibian Town of Rich. |Protect annual [$150
Crossing Signs wetland

migrations
Trails and Town of Rich. |Presentation by ($250
Wildlife Talk Sue Morse
Expert panel Town of Rich. |Ecology / $1,000

Recreation

Draft



Gillett Pond Work in Progress Draft




A Popular Tool for Local
Conservation

Consistent voter support
since 2005

Last year, over 60
residents chipped in for
and signed a Times Ink!
ad supporting CRF
renewal

More than 70% of voters
supported renewal of the
CRF and its funding
method

Please help conserve and protect

Richmond'’s best places.

ra

tion Reser
ar's voting, To keep it
ES™ vote on or before March 7.

n solid voter support for the Fund since 2005,
Richmond has been able to:

re Preseve and Bombardier Meadow.

 Johnie Brook Trail

cal historic landmark:
mand Town Center.

£ the portico st the

for every Fund dallsr used the Town has generated
from other source:

434-2221 You can also vote in person for
articles at the Town Center on Mard!

Vote “YES” on Article 5 to renew the
Conservation Reserve Fund

See what the Fund has accomplished so far:
tinyurl.com/2023-CRF
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The Question on Australian Ballot Draft

Article __. Shall the Town of Richmond vote
to approve funding the Conservation
Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the
municipal tax rate in the 2024-2025

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian
ballot)




Questions /| Comments?

Judy Rosovsky, RCC Chair Judy.Rosovsky@vermont




