Renewing Richmond’s
Conservation Reserve Fund

» Established by voters 2005
» Last Renewed by voters 2023 (Yes — 560; No — 201)
= Has brought in over $2.0 Million in outside support

An 18-year successful track
record at protecting water
and air quality, biodiversity,
working farms and forests,
outdoor recreation, historic
resources and education.

= Enables the Town to move quickly
to capture prime, time-sensitive
funding opportunities.

Brings in major support from
outside funding sources (State,
Federal, foundations)




Information Sheet

IGOTO Town Website: Conservation Commission

Conservation Reserve Fund Project List

Project Project Leader Description CRFS | 3ddls
Generated
(Bombardier Maadow Rich Land Trust |[10-2cre hayfield on Cochran Rd., with wooded banks $51,500 $77.000
3 on the Huntington and Winooski River
= [Targe Habitat Block Study Rich Cons Aapped large blocks of uplands wildlife habitat and 32400 -
Commission connectivity amons them
 |Town Center Portico Renovation Town: of Rick Roof and other structural repairs $35265|  $65,035
=3 |Rickmord Hill Cemetery Town of Rick 10-foot deeded path to historic cemetery $2.500) -
1 |Andrews Farmland [Vt Land Trust 187 acres of prime agricultural :0ils 2long the Winoezki| $10,000]  §197,500
S River
v |Science-to-Action Project Rich Planninz  [Identify public conservation priorities, and §3,195 $88,525
= and C i viconfim key habitat Jocations to imsprove
Commissions lannine & zoning proces:es
« |Histonic window Conz. Church  [Protect 100-year-old stamad glass windows 36.364 $12.423
?:: Wllis Hill Rich Land Trust |30 acre: on Rt 2 backing up to 2 sckools $64,0001 3122500
- |Gtllztt Pond Dam Rick Land Trust [Replace aging dam to save Pond $150,000] 650,000
a
Andrews Consmunity Forest VermontLand  [428 acres of rich wildlife habstat and educational $75,000 733,000
Trust resources, within one of Vermont's key forest blocks.
[ﬁmﬁngmn Gorge Rich Land Trust, [3.7 acres, dramatic 40-foot rocky gorge, popular $10,000| $33,000
o v swimming holes, site of early 20”-cent. hydroelactric
= X station
" [Tohumiz Brook Bridze Rich Trails Repair of 2 key Link for hikers and bikers using the $1.000) 3400
Committee Crozs Vt Trail
Laks Iroquois Plant Survey Lake Iroquois Invasive plant inventory $2.000) -
| Association
Rickmond Master Naturalist Program  [UVM Extenzion  [Support citizen-scientit training to inventory and $4.000 -
monitor health of mportant habitat and other resources
olunteers Graen Rip-Rap own of Rick Protact band shell, fields from bank erozion $20.000] 3117200
" [Andrews Forest Trails own: of Rick rove trail svstem, protect sensitive habitat 3,000 1,500
Andrews Forest Mgt Plan own of Rick SE Group visioning, resident surveyins, draftnz 4,500 $19,000
Huntington Gorge River Steward Rich Land Trust, [Fund part-time steward to educate Gorge_ visitors on 1,500) $3.000
'Vt River safety, stenaydship and sits history
b3 Conservancy
A Vol Green Tree Planting Town of Rich \Mitigate beaver damage to nverbank trees $200] -
|Stage Rd Town Forest Rick Land Trust |Conserve rich forest adjacent to Bolton town forest 32.680 -
Johnnie Brook Bridze i i -
Emerald Ash Borer Control $13.000
Andrews Fore:t Trails and Benches Build benches; expand trails below power lines
Vohmteers Green Tree Plantings own of Rich Widen treed buifer between river and fields
e [Commumity Garden own of Rick Establisk garden on donated land -
;_::: ’m% I onn of Rick Delineate wetland: for state permit -
Becken Prezerve Engineering Survey  |Rick Land Trust [Assess erozion threat to Cochran Rd. and costs for -
improvine parkinz facilities
Lake Iroquois Plant Survey 1.000 $2.200
fversk il W Replace failing bridzes on hiking biking trail 0.500] -
wn of Rick |\l and process for firewood downed ash tree: 3.000] -
ich Land Trust e off-road parking and river access $623 -
Besken Preserve Riversids Bench ich Land Trust |Co-fimd Gary Beckwith's bench ins ion projact $300) $250
Andrews Forest Trail Review Towm of Rich. Check in summer for rare plants alonz proposed wails $3.500] -
Gillett Pond Rick Land Trust [Supplemental grant for dam replacement, perking area, | $30,000
lonz-term stewardshi
Amp Crozsing Signs Town of Rick Protact anmuzl wetland mig 3150 -
Trails and Wildlife Talk Town of Rich Habitats & trails talk by Sue Morse 3250} -
Tratls repair Town of Rick Replace infrastructure on Riverzhore Trail 31,684/ -
Canservation-Recraation Panel Town of Rick  [Guest speakers $1.000]
|TOTALS $555,933| §2,163503
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Richmond Conservation
Reserve Fund

Supported Conservation
Projects, 2005-2022

ACF: Andrews Community
Forest
: Andrews Farmland
: Bombardier Meadow
: Beeken Preserve
: Congregational Church
Window Restoration
: Community Garden
: Gillett Pond Dam Resto-
ration
HG: Huntington Gorge
HRS: River Steward Program
JBB: Johnnie Brook Bridge
LI: Lake Iroquois Invasive
Plant Surveys
OP: Overrockers Park Wet-
land Deliniation
RHC: Richmond Hill Ceme-
tery
SRF: Stage Road Community
Forest
TC: Town Center Portico
Restoration
VG: Volunteers Green
Riprap, Tree Plantings &
Habitat Restoration
WH: Willis Hill
Town-Wide Projects
Large Habitat Block Survey
Science-to-Action Project
Master Naturalist Program
Emerald Ash Borer Control

CRF-Funded Projects

Recent Projects

Conservation / Recreation Panel
Sue Morse trails & wildlife talk
Trails Repair

Gillett Pond Supplement
Amphibian Crossing

GOTO Town Website: Conservation Commission



The CRF Advances Town Plan Priorities

“Protect priority natural areas in order to maintain the health and
function of those areas and their ecosystem services.”

“Preserve healthy and resilient working lands, agricultural soils.”
“Maintain Richmond’s rural character and scenic beauty.”

“Utilize best management practices for Richmond-owned, publicly
accessible natural and recreational areas.”

“Utilize the conservation reserve fund to protect important
natural resources and public access to them where appropriate”




3.8X Return on Taxpayer Funding

To date:

» CRF grants: $ 575,903
= Additional $ generated: $2,199,533

Leverage: $1 CRF brought in $3.82

3.8X




Need Out There

» Andrews Community Forest
= Winooski River

* Trail Repair — Flood damage
* Town Center Greenscaping
* VT’s 30x30 Legislation




A Popular Tool for Local

Conservation

 Consistent voter support since
2005

 Last year, over 60 residents
chipped in for and signed a
Times Ink! ad supporting CRF
renewal

 More than 70% of voters
supported renewal of the CRF
and its funding method

Pleasr: help conserve and protect

Richmond’s best places.

O town's highly suecessful Conservation Reserve Fund
is up for its annual renevwsl in this years voting To keep it
king , it needs your “YES™ vote on or before Marck

hv.

Thanks to salid voter support for the Fund since 2003,
Richmiond has been able toe

= Protect importsnt locsl forests, stresms, wildlife habitat and
farmland. including the Andrews and Stage Road Community
Forests, Beeken Rivershore Preseve and Bombardier Meadow,
Safeguard and improve popular recreations] and educational
sites, like those shove plus Gillett Pond, Volunteers Green,
Willis Huntington River Gorge, the Johnnie Brook Trail
and others,

Restore local historic landmarks, like the partico at the
Richmond Town Center.

Flus, for every Fund dallar used the Town has generated
$3.67 mone from other sources, helping produce aver 8.9 million in
sdditionsl support. And all for just s penny on the tax rate.

Let's keep the Fund working for Richmond., Please join us
in voting “YES™ on Article 5 on this year's paper ballot. Request
yours from the Town Clerk at parent@richmondvigov or call
434-1211. You can slso vote in person for the Fund and other
articles st the Town Center on March 7 fram 7 am. to 7 pon

And thanks for supporting local conservation!
Pad for by

Marcla Gardner
Calry Alken

Jonathan Smith

i
Bl & Sue Minard
John Hamersiougn

anea Asch
Army and Andrew Powers

Vote “YES” on Article 5 to renew the
Conservation Reserve Fund

\-1|J lires

See what the Fund has accomplished so far:
tinyurl.com/2023-CRF




he Question on Australian Ballot

Funding mechanism remains the same

Article 13: Shall the Town of Richmond vote
to approve funding the Conservation
Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the
municipal tax rate in the 2024-2025

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian
ballot)

2022: Yes — 839 No - 245
2023: Yes — 560 No - 201




Questions / Comments?

Judy Rosovsky, RCC Chair Judy.Rosovsky@vermont


mailto:Judy.Rosovsky@vermont.gov
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