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Richmond Water and Sewer
Commission Meeting

July 5, 2011 MINUTES
[image: image1]
Members Present:

Jon Kart, Chair; Erik Filkorn, Vice-Chair; Chris Granda; Harold Irish
Members Absent:

Bruce Bailey
Others Present:

Geoffrey Urbanik, Town Administrator; Linda Parent, Town Clerk; others who did not sign in; and Ruth Miller was present to videotape the meeting for MMCTV Channel 15.
Chairman Kart called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

1. Welcome and Public Comment

Mr. Kart asked if there was any comment from the public but there was none.

Approval of Minutes of June 6, 2011

Mr. Filkorn offered a motion to approve the minutes of June 6, 2011 and was seconded by Mr. Granda and the motion carried 4-0.

Superintendent's Report

Kendall Chamberlin reported that Brian Mattison had moved on to become the new superintendent in Hinesburg.  There was some discussion about the water leaks on Bridge Street and the timeline to repair them.

Mr. Chamberlin presented his purchase orders to cover emergency repairs, chemicals, sludge disposal and water meters.

Mr. Filkorn offered motion to approve purchase order 2856 in the amount of $80,000 to Chittenden Solid Waste District for sludge disposal, and was seconded by Mr. Granda and the motion carried 4-0.

Mr. Filkorn offered a motion to approve purchase order 2857 in the amount of $56,300 for purchase of various chemicals throughout the year and was seconded by Mr. Granda and the motion carried 4-0.

Mr. Filkorn offered a motion to approve purchase order 2858 in the amount of $2,800 for the purchase of water meters and was seconded by Mr. Irish and the motion carried 4-0.

Mr. Filkorn offered a motion to approve purchase order 2859 in the amount of $21,000 to cover emergency water repairs and was seconded by Mr. Irish and the motion carried 4-0.

Discussion of School Street waterline

The Administrator explained that between the school's parking lot project and the town's Jericho Road project there was approximately 280 feet of School Street not being worked on, and this had to be done at the same time as the other two projects.   His suggestion was to have the water commissioners extend the water line, and ask the schools to pave the road.

Mr. Chamberlin said that the town maintains school street to the parking lot, although it is owned by the schools.  He would support extending the water main down school street, at the town's cost and its ability to own the main.

There was some discussion.  The board generally agreed that this arrangement could be done in order to complete the gap in the projects.

Agreement with Harold and Paulita Irish and Water Allocations

Mr. Irish recused himself from the discussion and sat in the audience.

The Administrator explained that as part of the Jericho Road project there was some slope work required on the Irish property on Jericho Road.  In order for the town to gain permission to enter onto the Irish property, they requested certain conditions be met.  Of these, there was one item that had to be agreed to by the water commissioners.  This was a request to have the water allocation charge deferred until the Irish's were ready to get building permits, and no accrual or charge of the quarterly allocation fee.

Mr. Filkorn asked if the superintendent had any comments.  Mr. Chamberlin said that he was more comfortable that this was in a contract and not a blanket policy change.  This preserved the uniqueness of the situation and the existing policy on allocation charges.

Mr. Filkorn offered a motion to authorize the chair to sign the agreement, as to item #1, and was seconded by Mr. Granda and the motion carried 3-0-1 with Mr. Irish absent.

2. Adjourn
Motion by Mr. Granda  to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. Filkorn.  So voted.
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