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Definitions 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS) 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS) means the public or private parking space(s) served by electric vehicle supply equipment 

(EVSE), including all signs, information, pavement, surfaces, surface markings, fee collections systems, and protective equipment in 

which a vehicle is recharged. 

Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) 

Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) means the protective system which communicates with electric vehicles and monitors 

electrical activity to ensure safe charging, inclusive of all components: the conductors; the undergrounded, grounded, and equipment 

grounding conductors; electrical vehicle connectors; attachment plugs; and all other fittings devices, power outlets, or apparatus 

installed specifically for the purposes of delivering energy from the grid to an electric vehicle. 

Electric Vehicle (EV)  

Electric Vehicle means a class of automobiles that use electric motors powered by energy drawn from the grid or off-grid electric sources 

into a battery system for propulsion.  This definition includes all battery electric (BEV) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV). 

Charging Levels 

Standardized indicators of electrical force, or voltage, at which an EV’s battery is recharged. EVSE is classified into categories by the 

rate at which batteries are charged: Alternating Current (AC) Level 1; AC Level 2; and Direct Current Fast Charging (DCFC). 



ccessory Uses & Structures 

Accessory Use Standards 

Electric vehicle charging stations are permitted as an accessory residential and non-residential use within an approved parking area or 

approved fueling station service area in any zoning district and will not be subject to the provisions of this section.  

Accessory Structure Standards 

Electric vehicle charging stations and above-ground electric vehicle supply equipment are permitted as an accessory structure in any 

zoning district subject to the provisions of this section.  (Typical accessory structure provisions include footprint maximums, modest 

setbacks, and height limitations.)

http://www.transportationandclimate.org/sites/default/files/EV_Siting_and_Design_Guidelines.pdf


Principal Uses & Defined Uses 

Fueling station 

Fueling station means a specialized establishment for selling gasoline or other vehicle fuels.  (Fueling station definitions often allow 

this use to be combined with a carwash or convenience store use.)   
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Exemptions & Limitations 

Landowners do not need to obtain a zoning permit for: 

• Interior alterations to an existing structure for electric vehicle charging stations that do not change any of the structure’s exterior 

dimensions; 

• The installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Stations within a public right-of-way. 
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Electric Vehicle Parking 

The applicant: 

• May provide electric vehicle charging stations within parking areas as an allowed accessory use in any zoning district; 

• Will not have to provide additional parking when spaces are converted and/or reserved for charging vehicles; 

• Must provide a cord of sufficient length to accommodate port variations in passenger vehicles or otherwise allow vehicles to park 

front-to-back or back-to-front; 

• Must protect and place ground and wall-mounted equipment to prevent physical damage to the control device by vehicles and 

snow plows (e.g. bollards and/or curbing); 

• Must count electric vehicle charging station parking spaces toward the minimum amount of parking requirements (if any) under 

this section; 

• May/Must provide a minimum of one accessible electric vehicle charging station parking space in close proximity to the building 

entrance with a maintained and barrier-free route of travel (It is not necessary to designate the accessible EV Charging Station 

exclusively for disabled users; however, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may require EV Charging Stations to meet 

accessibility requirements separate from these regulations.); 

• May/Must provide a minimum of 1 charging station for every 10 parking spaces required. 

 

https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards/buildings-and-sites/about-the-ada-standards/guide-to-the-ada-standards/chapter-5-parking
http://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/electric-vehicle-supply-equipment-evse-grant-program


Electric Vehicle Charging Station Identification Signs 

The applicant: 

• Must provide each electric vehicle charging station with on-site signs approved by the Manual Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

to identify electric vehicle parking (general service signs) and restrict access (regulatory signs) by stating, “no parking except 

while charging, vacate when complete” unless waived by the appropriate municipal panel or zoning administrator (see example 

signage above). For purposes of this section, “charging” means that an electric vehicle is parked at an electric vehicle charging 

station and is connected to the electric vehicle supply equipment port. If time limits or vehicle removal provisions are to be 

enforced, regulatory signage including parking restrictions shall be installed immediately adjacent to, and visible from the 

electric vehicle charging station. 
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Electric Vehicle Charging Station Performance Standards 

The applicant: 

• Must demonstrate that the proposed development has been designed to facilitate use of energy-efficient modes of transportation 

such as walking, biking, transit, and electric vehicles as feasible and appropriate given the location and use (If subject to site 

plan or conditional use review)  

• May establish and collect a service fee for the use of an approved electric vehicle charging station without affecting the land use 

classification of the property; 

• Must construct with equipment and service facilities that are designed and/or located to prevent water from entering or 

accumulating within the components in river corridor areas; 

• Must place charging equipment and manage cords to avoid tripping hazards in public locations; 

• Must locate ancillary mechanical equipment and components (but not the charging station itself) so that they will be screened 

from view to the maximum extent feasible, and if adequate screening is not possible use materials and colors that will 

camouflage the ancillary equipment. 
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