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Josh Arneson <jarneson@richmondvt.gov>

Rates
3 messages

Robert Fletcher <RFletcher@firmspf.com> Tue, Jan 7, 2020 at 3:10 PM
To: "jarneson@richmondvt.gov" <jarneson@richmondvt.gov>

Josh:

 

            When Stitzel Page was engaged by Richmond in July 2016, the arrangement provided Richmond with legal
services at rates lower than our standard market rates.  At the end of the original term of the arrangement (12/17),
Geoff Urbanek and I worked out a modest increase in the rates for the Town.  Although our rate arrangement
terminated last week, we will charge Richmond the same rates for legal services provided until July 1, 2020. 

 

We have determined that it is necessary for us to increase our general rates as of July 1, 2020 - our last rate
adjustment was in 2015.  Rates for the Owners of the Firm will increase to $200 per hour, with generally
proportional increases for associate attorneys and paralegal/legal assistants.  We believe these rates are consistent
with those charged by other firms providing service to municipal clients.  But, because we have thirty years’
experience devoted to serving the legal needs of municipal clients, we believe our advice is more practical and our
service delivery more efficient than other firms, resulting in lower overall costs for our clients. 

 

Because of Richmond’s historical rates, we felt that it might be a hardship to increase our rates to the 2020
level without an interim step.  Consequently, we propose that our rates for Richmond be as follows from 7/1/2020
through 12/31/2021:  Owners’ rates of $190 per hour (our 2019 rate), associates $175 per hour, and paralegal/legal
assistants $90 per hour.  We will continue to “no charge” for Chittenden County travel time (mileage rates will
apply) on behalf of the Town.  Our intent in raising this now is to afford the Town opportunity to take these changes
into account in its current budget discussions. 

 

If there are concerns or questions about the increased rates, or about our services, please let me know.  If
the Town is amenable to this interim increase, please confirm.

 

Thanks,

 

Bob

 

Robert E. Fletcher, Esq.

Stitzel, Page & Fletcher, P.C.

PO Box 1507

171 Battery Street

Burlington, VT 05401-1507

https://www.google.com/maps/search/171+Battery+Street+%0D%0A+Burlington,+VT+05401?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/171+Battery+Street+%0D%0A+Burlington,+VT+05401?entry=gmail&source=g


1/8/2020 Town of Richmond VT Mail - Rates

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5326ac1709&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1655106547802984027&simpl=msg-f%3A16551065478… 2/3

Phone 802-660-2555

Fax 802-660-9119

www.firmspf.com

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This E-Mail transmission and any accompanying documents contain information that may be subject to the
attorney-client or attorney work product privilege and therefore are CONFIDENTIAL and legally PRIVILEGED.  Neither the confidentiality
nor the privilege is waived by this transmission.  If you have received this transmission in error, be advised that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, preservation or action taken in reliance on the contents of the information in this transmission is strictly prohibited, and you are
asked to please immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail or by calling 802-660-2555 and delete this message and all attachments from
your storage files.  Thank you.

 

In accordance with IRS Circular 230, we inform you that any tax advice contained in this communication was not written or intended to be
used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code, or promoting, marketing or recommending
to another person any transaction or matter addressed in this communication.

 

 

 

Josh Arneson <jarneson@richmondvt.gov> Wed, Jan 8, 2020 at 10:05 AM
To: Robert Fletcher <RFletcher@firmspf.com>

Bob,

Thanks for the update. What are the rates that we are currently paying?

Josh Arneson

Town Manager
Town of Richmond
P.O. Box 285
Richmond, VT  05477
(802) 434-5170

[Quoted text hidden]

Robert Fletcher <RFletcher@firmspf.com> Wed, Jan 8, 2020 at 10:11 AM
To: Josh Arneson <jarneson@richmondvt.gov>

Josh:

 

            Presently, Richmond is paying $175 for Owners, $155 for associates and $60 for legal
assistants.   These rates will remain in place until July 2020.  

 

            Happy to answer any other questions you may have.

 

Bob

http://www.firmspf.com/
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