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The Bombardier Meadow was conserved by the Richmond Land Trust on November 5, 2009.  For 30 
years, until 1979, the 11-acre property supported a dairy farm operated by the Bombardier family. 
Funds for the purchase and conservation of the property came from a $51,500 grant from the Richmond 
Conservation Reserve Fund, a $77,000 grant from the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), 
and local fundraising by RLT.  
 
General Description of Property 
 
The property was conserved to protect its important scenic, recreational, and agricultural resources for the 
Town of Richmond, including its scenic gateway to the eastern edge of town, access to the confluence of 
the Huntington and Winooski Rivers, and 10 acres of primary agricultural soils. (See attached map.) The 10-
acre agricultural field has been farmed by the Bombardier family and other local farmers for many years, 
and is currently in hay production.     
 
The floodplain forest along the northern edge of the property adjoining the Winooski River is part of the 
Richmond Riparian Corridor Floodplain Forest identified by the Vermont Agency of Natural Resource. This 
natural community is described as “a 4 mile (7km) stretch of floodplain that represents the most 
extensive remaining floodplain forest on the Winooski River (exclusive of the delta floodplain complex).” 
Other portions of this floodplain forest, between the mouth of the Huntington River and Richmond Village, 
have also been permanently protected by RLT and The Nature Conservancy.  
 
The property is listed by the State as the location of a State-Threatened Animal Species, the Cobblestone 
Tiger Beetle, and contains two state-listed archeological sites, one of which is eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  An archeological recovery of this site was conducted as part of the construction 
of the new bridge over the Huntington River in 1995. 
 
Conservation Easement and Public Access 
 
The property is protected by a permanent Grant of Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions, and 
Public Access Easement (the Easement), held by VHCB. (See attached.) The Easement prohibits residential, 
commercial, or industrial development of the property, but allows for agricultural and disbursed 
recreational uses. The Easement includes a Public Access section, which guarantees public access to the 
property. The section is reproduced below for the Selectboard’s convenience. 
 

IV. Public Access. 
 
 Grantor covenants and agrees that the Protected Property shall be available to the 
general public for all types of non-commercial, non-motorized, non-mechanized, dispersed 
recreational purposes (including, but not limited to, birdwatching, cross-country skiing, 
fishing, hiking, hunting, snowshoeing, wildlife observation, and access to the Winooski 
and Huntington Rivers for canoeing and kayaking) consistent with the Purposes of this 
Grant and the Management Plans.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, Grantor may limit or 
restrict public access to the Protected Property to assure compliance with the requirements 
of this Grant, to protect natural habitats, or to protect the public health or safety (including, 



but not limited to, the right to permit or regulate hunting).  If Grantee approves a 
conveyance of the Protected Property, then Grantee may also require that a separate Grant 
of Public Access Easement also be conveyed to Grantee in a form approved by Grantee. 
 

Richmond Land Trust has never limited or restricted public access to the property. It is regularly used for 
fishing, swimming and boating access to the Winooski and Huntington Rivers, and by walkers and 
runners. During the past year, the field has also been used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a site 
for its fish tracking antennas that support the Atlantic Salmon Restoration Program.  
 
Section III. 5 of the Easement allows for the construction of a five-car parking area in the northeast 
corner of the field. The Easement does not permit parking elsewhere on the property.  
 
Recreational Use and Parking  
 
In past years, the small parking area on Cochran Road across from the Bombardier Meadow and limited 
nearby parking on the shoulder of the road has been adequate to accommodate most parking needs for 
recreational uses of the area. However, in recent years, and especially this year, this parking has not 
been adequate, resulting in many cars parked along Cochran Road, from the Winooski River bridge to 
Wes White Hill Road, especially on warm days.  
 
It is important to note that a significant number of vehicle owners park along the road to gain access not 
to the Bombardier Meadow Preserve but to swimming holes on the Huntington River upstream of the 
Huntington River bridge, off Wes White Hill Road. A lesser number of vehicle owners park to gain access 
to the Bombardier Meadow Preserve for fishing, swimming, and boating.  
 
Signage 
 
This spring, several neighbors of the meadow became concerned about the number of vehicles parking 
around the Preserve and even driving onto the hayfield and one resident’s septic field. They asked RLT to 
install signs requesting visitors to respect neighborhood wishes, and to not damage area resources. As a 
side note, RLT is in the process of updating signage at all of its preserves with clear, consistent signs that 
explain the natural features of each preserve and guidelines for visitor use. 
 
Town-Wide Recreational Parking Issues  
 
Richmond has become an increasingly popular recreation destination in recent years, even more so this 
year with travel restrictions imposed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Richmond Land Trust 
recognizes the need for additional recreation parking throughout town and has incorporated parking 
areas into its three most recent projects – Willis Hill, Huntington Gorge, and Gillett Pond (not yet 
constructed). RLT also provides parking at the very popular Beeken Rivershore Preserve. Experience 
shows that the Town needs to focus more on providing safe and convenient recreational parking 
throughout town. Town residents and visitors frequent Richmond’s popular recreation destinations for 
exercise, scenic enjoyment, and social interaction, resulting in significant public health and economic 
benefits to the Town. RLT requests that the Selectboard appoint a committee, supported by town staff, 
to investigate recreational parking issues and develop recommendations for providing additional parking 
to serve Richmond’s popular recreation areas.  
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