
Renewing Richmond’s 

Conservation Reserve Fund
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A 17-year successful track 

record at protecting water 

and air quality, biodiversity, 

working farms and forests, 

outdoor recreation, historic 

resources and education.

▪ Established by voters 2005

▪ Last Renewed by voters 2021 (Yes – 927; No – 358)



The Question on Town Meeting Day
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Article 4. Shall the Town of Richmond vote 
to approve funding the Conservation 

Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the 
municipal tax rate in the 2022-2023 

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian 
ballot)



Information Sheet

http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/

http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/


CRF Funded Projects

4
http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/

http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/


Gillett Pond Dam 
Repair



▪ “Protect priority natural areas in order to maintain the health and 

function of those areas and their ecosystem services.”

▪ “Preserve healthy and resilient working lands, agricultural soils.”

▪ “Maintain Richmond’s rural character and scenic beauty.”

▪ “Utilize best management practices for Richmond-owned, publicly 

accessible natural and recreational areas.”

▪ “Utilize the conservation reserve fund to protect important

natural resources and public access to them where appropriate”
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The CRF Advances Town Plan Priorities

http://www.richmondvt.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2014/03/Conservation-Reserve-Fund-Policy-2005.pdf



Funding 

▪ Financed by 1 cent on the tax rate.

▪ FY 2023 yield: $48,128.

▪ Taxpayer cost $10 for every $100,000 

of assessed value.



400% Return on Taxpayer Funding 

To date:  

▪ CRF grants: $   359,392

▪ Matching grants won: $1,502,533

▪ Total value of projects:   $1,861,925

LEVERAGE: $1 CRF brought in $4.18
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Information Sheet

http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/

http://www.richmondvt.gov/boards-minutes/conservation-commission/


The Question on Town Meeting Day
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Article 4. Shall the Town of Richmond vote 
to approve funding the Conservation 

Reserve Fund by adding one cent to the 
municipal tax rate in the 2022-2023 

fiscal year? (To be voted by Australian 
ballot)



Questions / Comments?
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Judy Rosovsky, RCC Chair: email address





13

1

3

0

50

100

150

200

250

R
e
s

p
o

n
s
e
s

Working

Landscapes

Social / Recrn.
Opportunities

Identity /
Character

Natural
Environment

Longstanding Residents’ 

Vision for Richmond’s Future
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1999 Resident Survey

Scale 1 to 5; 5 = Strongly Encourage

Left to Right:
▪ Conserve Natural Resources

▪ Conserve Farms / Forest

▪ Acquire for recreation

▪ Acquire for Municipal needs

▪ Acquire to protect from development



The Evidence:

▪ Towns with more conserved acreage have lower

property taxes.

▪ Conserved properties demand fewer municipal 

services.
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But What About Taxes?



Conserve Lands in Richmond


