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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents an analysis of parking needs within the village of Richmond, VT. It identifies
deficiencies and recommends strategies to manage the existing supply more efficiently and presents
alternatives for adding new parking spaces. The study was funded by the Chittenden County
Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPOQ) at the request of the Town of Richmond.

The study includes an inventory of the existing parking supply, data collection to determine the
number and duration of parked cars during peak periods, and a comparison of existing dernand to
national data sources.

The study area contains almost 500 parking spaces. About 88% of the parking spaces are located in
off-street surface lots with the balance located on-street. Forty percent of the parking spaces are
available for general public use. All of the on-street parking spaces ate available for general public
use. The majority of off-street parking spaces are available only to the patrons, visitors, employees, or
residents of the buildings served by the lots. k

Parking demand village-wide peaked during the lunch hour and was distributed over the entire study
area. As a result, there was less demand placed on anif one specific off-street lot or block of on-street
spaces. During the weekday lunch hour, drivers arrivi'ng in the cote area of the village have multiple
options for patking their cars.

To develop a better understanding of potential deficiencies, the parking facilities were organized into
the core zone, centered along Bridge Street between Pleasant Street and US 2, the non-core zone
north of US 2, and the non-cote zone south of US 2.

The analysis concludes that demand exceeds capacity within the village core. The problem occurs
most often.on Friday evenings, but may also be an issue during the lunch hour on some days. The
rest of the study area has a sufficient number of patking spaces to satisfy demand on typical
weekdays and duting spikes generated by most speciall events.

Different approaches to managing the parking supply are discussed and evaluated and concept plans

are presented for improvements to existing parking faclhﬁes and for new parking spaces. About half

of the recommendations are geared towards i 1rnprov1ng the management and efficient use of existing

parking spaces. In addition to the management strategies, the potential exists to create 30-40 net new
parking spaces in the village. Of these new spaces, 19 24 are located within or directly adjacent to the
village core.

An implementation plan (Table ES-1) is included that suggests timing for the recommendations,
identifies next steps, and discusses potential funding sources. Given the funding requi_ternerits and
construction challenges associated with building new parking spaces, most of the short-term
recommendations are focused on management and efﬁciency strategies. Construction of most new
patking spaces is recommended for the mid and long'term time frames. ‘
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